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GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Mr. Editor,—The proceedings of the late Ge- 
neral Assembly have been attended to with deep 
interest in this section of the church; especially 
their doings with respect to the appeal and com- 
— of the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

umerous questions are asked, as it regards the 
decision in this case, but the most important are 
these—was il in accordance with the Constitution of 
the church, or was it in plain violation of it? And 
if the latter, what course ought to be pursued by 
those who are determined to defend, in every pro- 
per way,this sacred charter? In our answer tothese 
questions we will be brief on those points which 
were discussed in the Assembly, and dwell more 
on a part of the subject which perhaps escaped 
the notice of most in that body. 

This whole affair is deeply interesting to our 


church, and we respectfully ask the reader to at- 


tend to our remarks with the * Book of Disci- 
pline”’ in his hand, and not to think a-glance suf- 
ficient to enable him to interpret it aright. This 
caution is necessary, for it is evident to a reader 
of the discussion in the Assembly, that many of 
the speakers, and men of talents too, were guided 
by scrap quotations, taken in a sense quite differ- 
ent from the scope of the passage. This way of 
quoting Scripture has been a fruitful source of 
error as to doctrine, and if employed in interpret- 
ing our Standards, must lead to a similar result in 
discipline. Our object is at present, to prove to 
any unprejudiced mind, that the General Assembly 
by its late act in sustaining the Appeal, &c. of the 
Second Presbytery, did violate the Constitution of 
the church, by subverting several important princi- 
ples therein contained. 

1. Itis a principle of our “discipline,” that 
one church judicatory cannot try another, as such, 
however great its misconduct, in the sense in 
which the word (rial is used in that instrument. 

This language will sound strange to some, for 
Dr. Ely, who has had every opportunity for un- 
derstanding such a subject, contends that the Pres- 
bytery was tried by Synod, though irregularly; 
and Dr. Shaw taught that the Synod might have 
been brought before the Assembly to answer for 
a contempt, and of course to be disciplined, if 
None of the opposite speakers 
seemed to think that Presbytery might have 
been fried by Synod, and in that case might have 


claimed the right of appeal. 


Now reader, open your constitution at Boox II. 
oF Discipuing. The first chapter contains the 
general principles, and points solely to one idea, 
viz. the discipline of an individual offender. ** An 
offence is any thing in the principles or practice of 
a church member (not an ecclesiastical judicato- 

) which is contrary to the word of God.”’ Chap. 
1. treats of private offences, and has respect of 
course to individuals. Chap. III. of public offen- 
ces, speaks of individuals also, and nothing else. 
Chap. IV. gives the rules of actual process, and 
confines them to process against an individual, as 
is evident from Sec. vi. vil. vil, &c. Chap. V. 

ives directions for the trial of a Gospel! minister, 
Fat says not a word about the trial of a judicatory. 
hap. VI. treats of witnesses. Chap. VII. of the 
four ways in which business of a lower judicatory 
may be carried toa higher. Chap. VIII. of Dis- 
sents and Protests. Chap. IX. X. and XI. of 
new testimony, of jurisdiction, of limitation of 
time. 

The General Assembly by sustaining an appeal 
decided that a trial had been gone into by Synod 
and that the Presbytery was a party. For in the 
case of Dr. Beecher, which came up afterwards, 
they decided correctly, that none but one of the 
parties in trial could appeal. Surely, taking men 
from one Presbytery, and placing them in another, 
is no trial for an offence; it may be wrong or in- 
expedient, but it leaves them in their churches as 
before, and implies no censure. But the truth is, 
it was utterly impossible for Synod to try a Pres- 
bytery in the sense of our Book.. There is nota 
rule in the whole discipline, applicable to such a 
case. Read it carefully in its connexion, and be 
not deceived. And itis right that it should be 
so, for when a judicatory acts amiss there Is usu- 
sally a minority in opposition tothe evil. Now, if 
the body as such, were to be cut off from the 


‘church, the innocent might suffer with the guilty. 


Besides, our Constitution provides expressly. 
Chap. V. Sec. u., that process against a Gospel 
minister shall always be entered before his Pres- 
bytery. How then could a Synod try him? And 
again, Ruling Elders are found in all our bodies, 
and we suppose it will be granted that they are ame- 
nable to their sessions. It will be asked, then, 
what must be done with a church court, guilty of 
a misdemeanour? Ansuer—If it be a crime deserv- 
ing discipline, a judicatory may appoint a com- 
mittee, who shall arraign them as individuals, 
ministers before their Presbyteries, and elders be- 
fore their sessions, and there have them tried. 
But it may be said that a majority of those bodies 
may decide in their favour. Then let the com- 
mittee appeal to Synod, and if necessary to the 
Assembly, and thus they will have the whole 
matter fairly before them for final adjudication. 
Some persons may allege, however, that Chap. 
VII. Sec. 1. Subsec. v. and vi. decide differently, 
because it allows a lower judicatory to be cited 
to appear before a higher, &«. But for what pur- 
pose? To be tried by it. No, but simply ** to 
show what it has done, or failed to do, in the 
ease in question; after which the judicatory Issu- 
ing the citation shall remit the whole matter to the 
delinquent judicatory, &c.” Strange indeed, to 
direct a judicatory to try itself fora crime. Our 
discipline contains no such absurdity. It speaks 
in this section of cases of review and control in dis- 
tinction from those of a judicial character, as we 
will hereafter fully show. Itis a fact, then, that 
our Constitution makes no provision for one judi- 
catory presuming to try another as such, however 
great its sins ; and consequently an act of the As- 
sembly resting upon the contrary supposition must 
be unconstitutional. 7 3 

2. Another error contended for by the majority 
in the Assembly (although its act may not neces- 
sarily imply it) is that @ complaint may be made to 
a higher judicatory against a lower, for a wrong de- 
cision on any subject whatever. | 

Our church courts generally, we believe have 
practised on this unconstitutional principle; and 
experience shows that if an enemy had devised 
3 master plan to keep us always in difficulty. and 
to multiply our business beyond all proper bounds, 
this would certainly have been his project. But 
shall we be bound by precedent to continue In a v10- 
lation of constitutional law forever. This would 
be folly in the extreme: shall a man go on in re- 
bellion wgainst God, because he has heretofore 
done so, either without due reflection, or by put- 
ting a wrong construction on his laws? No, let 
him repent. So let our judicatories return to the 
Constitution. As it regards » Wwe adopt 


stand,”’ said he, ** on the immoveable principle that 
on a question of law and constitution, in a delibera- 
tive Assembly, there is no room, no place for prece- 


dents. To admit them, would be to make the viola- 


tion of the law to day, the law and constitution to 
morrow. False precedents are to be corrected, 
not followed.” To the law and testimony then on 
this point. 

The first six chapters of the Book of Discipline 
contain rules on the subject, and as we have 
j already seen, treat wholly of the discipline of 
ministers and church members as individuals. 
The seventh chapter gives directions as to the 
manner in which all business may be taken regu- 
larly from a lower court to a higher. Sec. u. 
says: ** Every kind of decision, &c. is subject to 
the review of a superior judicatory, and may be 
carried before it in one of four ways, viz.—l. By 
general review and control. 2. By reference. 
3. By appeal. 4. By complaint. Although a 
sown gggaal may not be tried in the sense of our 

ook, yet, all its proceedings are subject to close 
inspection, and also to legal correction. Examine 
Sec. 1. of Review and Control, and there you will 
find a distinction laid down, clearly between busi- 
ness of a common kind, (we use not the word 
legislative, because it is objectionable) and that 
of a judicial character, a distinction which many 
in the Assembly tried hard to keep out of view; 
and no wonder, as it would have been fatal to 
their views, if properly understood. Subsec. 
iii. directs the superior judicatory how to act in 
all cases except those that are judicial. It may 
enter on the Book a censure of the records, if 
they deserve it; or it may require the inferior ju- 
dicatory ** to review and correct its proceedings.” 
This is all that can be done in such business con- 
Stitutionally. Mark the next sentence. ‘ No 
judicial business, however, of a judicatory shall 
be reversed, unless it be regularly brought up by 
appeal or complaint.”” Were are the two ways, 
common business must come forward by review 
and control, according to this Section; for there 
is not another portion in all the Book of Disci- 
pline that will apply to it, but judicial decisions 
cannot be-teversed by simple review, but must be 
brought up by appeal or complaint. Sections 1. 
m1. and treat of References, Ippeals and Com- 
platwts. They speak exclusively of judicial busi- 
ness. A reference is declared to be a ‘* judicial 
representation,”’ &c., that is, the statement of a 
judicial case. And hence the mention df * trial 


judgment,’ and also of *testimony.’”? Nor 


should any considerate man, deny it in the case of 
appeals, The ideas of parties at the bar, and testi- 
mony taken, are constwntly recurring and show 
clearly the meaning of this section. It is exceed- 
ingly strange that Judge Darling, a man acquaint- 
ed with rules of construction, should have assert- 
ed in the last Assembly: that the word appeal is 
used in a popular, not in its technical sense, in our 
book. Now we venture to affirm, that the contrary 
is exactly the truth throughout; and we doubt not, 
that nine tenths ofall the able lawyers in the land 
would pronounce a similar declaration, if the case 
were fairly presented to them. 

Dr. Wm, A. Shaw, made a speech which was 
highly prized by some, as a sound gxposition of 
the Constitution; and indeed, his*remarks are 
calculated to convince the unwary, hecause, he 
lays down correct principles as to the General As- 
sembly being the highest judicatory, &c. But the 
fallacy of his whole argument lies in this: he for- 
gets that the Constitution prescribes the way in 
which his general principles are to be carried into 
effect. If he had applied his principles by the 
rules of the Book, instead of his own wisdom, his 
conclusions would have been directly contrary ; 
and hence he was ebliged to base his argument 
for the right of appeal on a scrap of a sentence, 
wrested from the context, and to give a meaning 
to the words foreign to the subject in hand. He 
quotes this passage: ‘Any irregularity in the 
proceedings of the inferior judicatory, is a ground 
of appeal.’”? But the question is, what proceed- 
ings? He evidently takes the expression in a 
sense that includes all proceedings whatever. 
Whereas, the Book is there treating of appeals, 
and a glance may suflice to show, that the expres- 
sion has reference solely to cases of a judicial 
character. What are we to.think then of the 
acumen of a man who would quote the Constitu- 
tion in such a loose way. His speech would 
have been admirable, had his intention been to 
show what he considered desirable in a con- 
stitution; but, as an exposition of it in its de- 
tails, it is utterly without merit. I am glad that 
Dr. Ely, although on the same side, took opposite 
ground to Dr. Shaw, when he acknowledges that 
‘*many decisions may be made by a judicatory 
which do not admit of an appeal.”” No, not if 
there should be irregularity in the proceedings.” 

Section iv. treats of Complaints. Peruse it care- 
fully in the light of the whole Book of discipline, 
and you will perceive that it refers exclusively to 
judicial decisions. See Subsec. iii. where judgment 
and parties at the bar are ideas frequently recurring. 

ndeed this section of complaints was evidently 
devised as a mode of carrying up a trial to a high- 
er court, when neither of the parties would trou- 
ble themselves with an appeal. Hence the steps 
in trying a case brought up in this way, are not 
given, because, they are of course, the same as 
those mentioned in the case of appeals. That ap- 
peals and complaints are placed exactly on the 
same footing in the Constitution, is evident from 
a perusal of Chap. VII. Sec. 1. Subsec. iv. also 
Sec. iv. Subsec. iii. iv. v. and vi. Compare 
Chap. VII. Sec. m1. Subsec. xii. with Sec. rv. 
Subsec. vii. Surely the brethren in the Assem- 
bly who voted that Presbytery had a right to com- 
plain, but not to appeal, would do well to renew 
their acquaintance with that Book, which they 
profess to take as their guide in these matters. 

The sum of the whole matter is, that the section 
of ** Review and Control” provides for all business 
that is not judicial; while the other three sections 
of reference, appeal and complaint, show the way 
in which all the rules in the first six chapters are 
carried out and are confined entirely to judicial 
process, in the trials of individuals. Happy had it 
been for our church, if these excellent regulations 
had been observed by all our judicatories. Our 
judicial business, strictly so called, forms but a 
small portion of our doings, and yet, the General 
Asembly every year groans under the burden of 
such cases. And why? Because they permit 
every kind of decision to be brought up by appeal 
or complaint, and hence the difficulty. When a 
lower judicatory makes a decision which is not 
judicial, no man ought to be permitted to say a 
word about appealing or complaining. If he is 
dissatisfied, let him enter a protest on the minutes, 
and it will speak for itself when the Book is re- 
viewed. And we need not say how many cases 
that have detained the Assembly, and perplexed the 
church, would have died a natural death previous 
to the meeting of that body, had it not been for 
the excitement produced by the talk of a greal 
trial that was looked for with so much anxiety. To 
have our ecclesiastical bodies turned into judicial 


arenas so often, is injurious to the character of our 


church and unfriendly to vital piety. Such a 
course is unwise, as well as unconstitutional, and 
ought to be abandoned at once by all parties. 


Chapter VIII. treats of ** Dissents and Protests.” 
The writer, without due reflection, once adopted 
the opinion that a complaint, if accompanying a 
protest, could be entered against any decision 
whatever; and he perceives that Thomas Bradford, 
Esq., though a man of much talent and legal 
knowledge, fell into the same error, when addres- 
sing the last Assembly. A close attention to the 
subject will convince one, that this is not the 

roper construction. The Constitution mentions 
= four ways to carry up acase; one for common 
business, and the other three for judicial business, 


the view ofa highly gifted Senator incongress. + J 


where it treats of this subject fully. And this ad- 
ditional chapter must be construed in accordance 
with the one previous, not in contravention of it, 
and then, the whole will be easy and natural. A 
dissent or protest may be entered on the records, and 
if no complaint be added, it is left to speak for it- 
self when the records are reviewed ; and of course 
belongs to the section of Review and Control, or 
that prescribed for common business. If the pro- 
test be accompanied with a complaint, it’ must of 
course, be such business as will admit of it, ac- 
cording to the section ** of Complaints,” that is, as 
we have seen, a case of judicial process. A differ- 
ent construction would make the silence of this 
chapter subvert the whole arrangement of the one 
previous, which lays down the law on the sub- 
ject. Compare the section of ** Complaints,” Sub- 
sec. iii. where this Chap. VIII. is alluded to, 
with the chapter itself, and the unprejudiced 
mind will perceive that we have given the con- 
struction that is fair and true; and that it is by 
taking the chapter in an insulated manner, that 
many have been led to an opposite conclusion. 
There is a sentence in the section of * Appeals,” 
which seem to militate against a doctrine insisted 
on above, viz. that one church court cannot try 
another in a judicial manner. Sec. xu. says, * if 
they cs eee to have acted irregularly or corruptly 
(in conducting a trial) they shall be censured, as 
the case may require.’? But does this allude to 
any thing more than recording on the Book in 
whatever terms they choose, there strong disap- 
probation of such conduct; certainly not, for if 
construed to mean that they might be deposed 
from the ministry in this summary way, then it 
would contradict that part of the Constitution 
which secures to every minister a fair trial before 
his Presbytery, previous to suspension or deposi- 
tion. Nor will it doto say, as has been said, 
that common sense teaches us that one judicatory 
may try another in the highest sense of the 
word. For it would have been easy for the fra- 
mers of our Book to have stated this, and to have 
given it asa reason why they gave no rules for 
such a procedure. The truth is, there is a fund of 
common sense in the Book of Discipline as it 
stands, and by departing from it, the folly of our 
church courts is beginning to be apparent to all. 
What would be thought of the supreme court of a 
State, if when they reversed the judgment of an 
inferior tribunal, they should also undertake to 
break the judges, or depose them from office, be- 
cause they acted unjustly, or corruptly? The 
question needs no answer ; and when we find that 
even able and good men know so little of our 
Standards as to interpret them in this’ way, we 
may well exclaim, * the children of this world 
are wiser in their generation than the children of 
3. Another principle of our Constitution is, 
that the Synod alone has the power of forming a 
new Presbytery. This subject was discussed so 
fully in the Assembly, that we will just mention 
it with a few remarks. The Assembly of 1832 
formed the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
and the last Assembly sustained that act, thus 
subverting a plain principle of our government. 
The Book gives the power directly to Synod, and 
says not one word about it in the powers of the 
Assembly. True, it says that to it ** belongs the 
power of superintending the concerns of the whole 
church.” But how? In the way prescribed by 
the Constitution, or in a contrary way? There 
can be but one answer to such a question, so long 
as itis acknowleged that our Constitution is su- 
preme law, and that no Assembly has a right to 
depart from it, however pure its motives. Now,. 
if a Synod when petitioned, re7uses to erect aj) 
new Presbytery, that decision goes up on their 
books, and the Assembly has a right to order 
them to correct their decision and constitute the 
Presbytery. But the moment that it assumes 
the power of reversing the decision of Synod, 
and forming the Presbytery by -its own act, 
it then violates the provisions of our Book: for 
no decision, except one that is judicial, can be 
reversed by a higher body. And to say thata 
refusal to grant the prayer of a petition, forms a 
judicial case, or amounts to a frial, in the sense 
of our Book, is highly preposterous. Now 
suppose that the case of the Second Presbytery 
hau come up to the Assembly by Review, instead 
of Appeal and Complaint, as our Book prescribes 
for all such cases. Probably the whole business 
would have been decided in a few hours, instead 
of keeping the Assembly in a turmoil for many 
days. There would have been no permission for 
eight or ten persons who were not members, to 
come before the Assembly with long speeches ; 
nor any calling of the roll, as in the case of Ap- 
peal and Complaint, which is always an invita- 
tion to men to talk, who would otherwise have 
wisely held their peace. A debate would no 
doubt have been had in the body on a simple 
motion respecting the business, but this could not 
have led to such a waste of time and loss of good 
feeling as took place on the other plan. As the 
Assembly, then sustained the doings of 1832, in 
forming a new Presbytery, although by our Book 
they had no right to do any thing more than order 
Synod to correct its proceedings, their act is 
clearly unconstitutional. 


4. Another principle of our government is, that 
Presbyteries and Synods must be formed by territorial 
limits. ‘+ A Presbytery consists of all the minis- 
ters, &c. &c., within a ceriuin district.”” We hold 
it to be impossible that an unprejudiced mind 
could agree to the construction, that these words 
do not mean a district of country, but merely a 
notional ecclesiatical district; that is, a few men 
of similar views and feelings, picked out of a 
larger number, and erected into a Presbytery by 
themselves. Brethren in thus subverting our 
Constitution may say they do it for peace, and 
may fondly hope that it is the best way to pre- 
vent collision. But has it not prevented peace 
for two years past: and is it not evident that many 
of the best men in our church are determined to 
protest against such doings until they get the 
Assembly to cease from acting on principles so 
plainly unconstitutional, merely on grounds of 
expediency. Good men must conscientiously 
support the principles which they solemnly 
pledged themselves to abide by, or be faithless 
to their trust. The General Assembly is the 
highest judicatory of the church; and its Consti- 
tutional decisions are binding upon all connected 
with it. Our doctrine, is that the majority ought 
to rule provided they rule according to law. But 
if they act in a plainly unconstitutional manner, 
we must try in a Christian way to cpen the eyes 
of the church to the fact. Whichever party errs on. 
this point ought immediately to retrace its steps, 
whether it constitutes nine-tenths, or but one-tenth 
of the church. We venture to predict, that the for- 
mation of Presbyteries and Synods on the plan of 
elective affinity, (as it has been termed,) by the 
General Assembly, must be abandoned before 
peace can be secured. It is a plan unknown to 
our Constitution, and if persisted in, will lead to 
disastrous results. And should the Assembly 
refuse to hear counsel on this subject from year 
to year, and determine to adhere to their present 
doings, we will see whether they can go on con- 
sistently, and discipline in a proper manner, every 
minister or elder that refuses to abide by deci- 
sions which they conscientiously believe to be 
violations of our excellent Form of Government. 
No they will find themselves in an awkward pre- 
dicament; probably unable to act consistently 
from a consciousness that there was something 
wrong in the first step, and that an attempt to 
carry out discipline on wrong principles, would 
eventually lead to a prostration of their authority. 

We have seen, then, in the foregoing discus- 
sion, that the act of the Assembly in the case of 
the Second Presbytery was a plain violation of 


several important principles of our Constitution. 


Der Pare Vireinis.”’ 


The last question then is,:what course ought to be 
pursued by those who consider it a sacred duty /o 
contend for adherence to this our charter? Ought 
they to separate from the church? Certainly not. 
Our Confession of Faith and Form of Govern- 
ment, have not been altered, although in some 
instances their provisions have been disregard- 
ed. Let all such persons bring the subject be- 
fore their Presbyteries and Synods, that they 
may take order on it. And let it be brought up re- 
gularly every year before the General Assembly, so 
that at length by importunity, they may be brought 
to see the necessity of acting strictly within the 
provisions of the Constitution. Jt cannot be but 
that ere long some Assembly will be clear- 
sighted enough to perceive that the only way to 
regain peace and harmony, is to avow their disap- 
probation of the late unconstitutional proceedings, 
and: to give such an exposition of the principles 
of our Constitution as will serve for a guide or 
landmark, for generations to come. 
ie editors of the Philadelphian and Cincinnati 
Journal were both members of the last Assembly, 
and may not approve of the foregoing strictures 
ag proceedings. Now it would gratify the 
wkter very much, and be viewed as a brotherly 
faveur, if they would print this communication 
in fheir respective papers, and give it such a 
review as in their wisdom they miay dictate. 
We are conscious of having penned it in a proper 
spirit, and if answered in the same spirit, truth 
would vo doubt be elicited. It is by discussing 
the matter in a calm and temperate manner, that 
sitnilarity of views will at length obtain among 
brethren of the same family. 5 
A Memper or CuixicoTue Presspytery. 


IDOLATRY NEAR HOME. 


It is wonderful what a propensity there is in 
allen men to idolatry. How they do love to 
worship the creature rather than the Creator! In 
a certain church, which need not be named, the 
blessed virgin, though a mere woman, receives 
ten, perhaps a hundred times as much religious 
honour, as does the blessed Saviour, though he 
be “the mighty God,” deserving of all homage, 
while she merits barely respectful remembrance. 
One that has much intercoutse with Catholics, 
would suppose the A/other to be the Saviour of 
the world, rather than the Son. They make her 
to be the principal advocate of sinners in heaven. 
“If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father... Whot—St. John says * Jesus Christ 
the righteous’”—the Catholics say itis Mary! So 
they differ—we Protestants side with John. 

I have lately met with an idolatrous temple, 
t, e. a church or chapel, avowedly erected in 
honour of a creature, and dedicated to a creature. 
Ts: not that a temple of idolatry? Can there be a 
more accurate definition of such a place? Well, I 
have seen one—and I have not been a voyage to 
India neither. Some think there is no idolatry 
nearer than India; and when they hear of an idol 
temple they immediately think of Juzgernaut. 
But it is a mistake. I have not been out of the 
United States of America, and yet I have seen a 
temple of idolatry. I will state the case, and let 
every one judge for himself. If I am under an 
erroneous impression I shall be glad to be correct- 
ed. The case is this—On the Catholic chapel in 
Annapolis Maryland, is this in inscription—* In 
It is Latin. 
The English of itis ‘*In honour of the Virgin, 
the Mother of God.” If I have not rightly trans- 
lated it, some of those who worship in Latin can 
correct me. 


4 Now, what does this mean? It seems to sig- 


nify that the chapel was erected, and is continued 
in honour of, i. e. for the worship of the Virgin 
Mary. The being in whose honour a chapel is 
erected is worshipped init. If not, how is it in 
honour of him? The inscription signifies dedica- 
tion tothe Virgin Mary. Now the being to whom 
a place of religious worship is dedicated is al- 
ways the object of the worship there rendered. 
This is universally understood. Hence we dedi- 
cate our churches to the Triune God, for Him we 
worship in them. ‘They are erected in honour of 
Him. No one mistakes the meaning of these in- 
scriptions. When we read on the Unitarian 
church in Baltimore this inscription in Greek, 
** to the only God,”’ we understand that the church 
is consecrated to the service of the only God, and 
itis precisely the same as if the inscription had 
been in the style of that at Annapolis, in honour 
of the only God. So when Paul found at Athens 
an altar with this inscription, **to the unknown 
God,” he inferred immediately that worship was 
intended, for he says, ** whom therefore ye igno- 
rantly worship,”—suppose the inscription had 
been **in honour of the unknown God,”’ would 
not the apostle’s inference have been the same? 
Nothing is more clear than that the inscription on 
which I am remarking, implies that the chapel in 
question is dedicated to the worship of the Virgin 
Mary, and she being a creature, this constitutes 
it a temple of idolatry, and those who worship in 
it idolaters ! 

Let no man say that the inscription implies no 
more than that the chapel is named after Mary. 
Episcopalians name their churches after saints, 
but the name is not given in any case in honour of 
the saint. St. Paul’s, in London, was not builtin 
honour of St. Paul. It is simply so denominated. 
But here we have achapel in honour of the Virgin, 
and she is called Mother of God, apparently to jus- 
tify the worship which the authors of the chapel 
intend her. If this were the only proof that Ca- 
tholics worship the Virgin Mary, we might over- 
look it; but it is only one of many. No one 
thing is more susceptible of demonstration, less 
capable of denial than that Roman Catholics ren- 
der unto this creature that which is due to God 
alone, relgious worship. See for proof their own 
Remish Testament with the notes. Therefore they 
are idolaters. I am sorry to say it, because I am 
sorry there is any occasion for saying it. But the 
time has come to speak out. ‘This religion is 
threatening America, and it should be known, it 
should be proclaimed in the ear of every Chris- 
tian, and every patriot, that it is something worse 
than mere error. And something more to be 
dreaded far than ¢yranny, which also itis and ever 
has been, and must be—it is Ipotatry. It puts 
another, and a creature in the place of God—or if 
it discards not Him, it does what is as offensive 
to him, it associates other and inferior objects of 
worship with Him—and this his jealousy will not 
suffer. Whatever this great people are to be- 
come, I do hope we shall never be a nation of 
idolaters—creature worshippers. We had better 
be, what God forbid we ever should be! a nation 
of slaves. I do verily believe that the Roman 
Catholic religion has only to be universally adop- 
ted to make us both. M. S. 
— lV, A Obs. 


DANCING. 


‘Tam an old fellow,” says Cowper, in one of 
his letters to Hurd, * but I had once my dancing 
days, as you have now; yet I could never find 
that I could learn half so much of a woman’s char- 
acter by dancing with her, as by conversing with 
her athome, where I could observe her behaviour 
unobserved, at the table, at the fireside, and in all 
the trying circumstances of life. We are all good 
when we are pleased ; but she is the good woman 
who wants no fiddle to sweeten her.’ 


WONDERS OF ART. | 

Sixty years ago a pound of cotton would only 
be extended to a thread of 17,000 yards, (not 
quite ten miles,) and this by the close application 
of a man for a whole day. But by steam power, 
a pound of fine cotton can now be extended into 
a thread one hundred and sixty-seven miles long, 


and that with the attendance of a mere child. 


For The Presbyterian 
FEMALE EDUCATION. 


The Prfluence of education on woman is a sub- 
ject which has been so frequently and so well 
discussed, that there remains little or nothing else 
to be said in relation to it. .e 

But if we leave the general considerations 
which this topic involves, and which have been 
mainly treated of by others, and descend to those 
which are more minute and particular, we may 
possibly meet with somewhat of novelty and in- 
terest. Let us avoid entering the lists of argu- 
ment with those, who, rather speculative and 
curious than gallant, have preached the doctrine 
of woman’s inferiority, and have hence inferted that 
all the mental culture in the world, can never ad- 
vance her one step in the scale of intelligence. 
Satisfied that against such sophistry, we can pro- 
duce facts adequate to convince any ingenuous 
mind, we will, passing over (with gratitude in- 
deed) the great and incalculable benefits which 
education, together with Christianity, has confer- 
red upon our sex, we will, I say, proceed to ex- 
amine woman, rather with regard to her emotional 
than to her intellectual structure, and see what 
effect education can have on the former, forbearing 
to advert to the latter, except so faras it may elu- 
cidate the main topic. 

The greater part of those writers who have 
undertaken to portray the female character, have 
committed a great error, and paid but, a poor 
compliment to the sex, in supposing that woman, 
like a mathematical proposition, can be easily 
understood with the aid of a little patience and 
perseverance, and the application of a few previ- 
ously known principles. ‘They have not believed 


‘| that there are depths in her mind which all can- 


not fathom; they have not wrought a silken 
thread to guide them through the mazy labyrinth 
of her heart, and they have imputed to her, faults, 
which have no real foundation in her nature, but 
are rather the result of circumstances and her 
condition in =: Yet the assertions of such 
writers, though advanced with all the gravity 
of philosophic wisdom, are nevertheless widely 
different from the reality; they are based rather 
on those false appearances, which ever deceive 
the superficial mind, than on the principles to be 
deduced by the careful examination of facts. 
Thus, the traits which are supposed to distin-: 
guish the weaker sex—weak, I mean in a physi- 
cal sense—are in reality, far different from those 
which actually characterize it. The energies of 
the female character have seldom been developed ; 
the extent of woman’s powers seldom displayed, 
her situation in life still prevents the full exercise 
of her faculties, and not unfrequently renders ge- 
nius, so worshipped by others, a source only of 
misery to herself. Woman is naturally ambi- 
tious. Endowed with a lively and brilliant ima- 
gination; and that alone is essential to the exis- 
tence of ambition—she invests all with the beau- 
ty of her own bright creations, pictures to herself 
many a fairy scene, and revelling amid the world 
of fancy, looks from the * real and daily present,” 
and forms hopes, which it is not for Aer to realize. 
It may be that her eye glances over the records of 
fame, and the great and mighty, pass in review 
before her, that she too would attain to immor- 
tality, and stand high among the highest. And, 
when time, the cruel destroyer of all that youth 
holds dear, when time has shown her that these 
are indeed but visions ** appearing for a moment 
and then vanishing away ;”” when experience has 
thus taught her wisdom, oh! who can know 
the keenness of her disappointment—the suffer- 
ing with which such expectations are relinquish- 
ed! Oh! who can tell, as the voice of eloquence 
thrills on her ear, and tells of high and manly 
deeds, and in impassioned tones exhorts to glory 
and honour—oh! who can tell the agony that 
beats in woman’s every pulse, when she feels that 
the voice speaks not to fer, that she is not to reach 
the pinnacle of fame; that the Jaurels which her 
hand would fain grasp, must twine around the 
brows of another. And why? is she unequal to the 
efforts which must be put forth? Is her strength 
but small, and her courage weak ? Ah no! ‘These 
are not the chains that bind her to the follies and 
low einployments of daily life: a voice has gone 
forth, the voice of public upinion—it has declared 
that such aspirations are not for the soul of 
woman; that her mind must not rise beyond the 
limits of common desires and common concerns ; 
the voice is omnipotent, and woman must yield ; 
the * little objects of earth, the routine of trifles,” 
these must become to her matters of interest, or 
her life be passed in bitterness away, and in the 
vain remembrance of hopes, once high, but for 
ever fled. 

Have I drawn an exaggerated picture? Ah! 
could these reflections meet the eyes of some, the 
rising tear and the secret sigh would well attest 
their truth. 

Nor is disappointment the lot of woman as it 
respects ambition alone ; in the heart are centered 
the chief hopes of happiness, and there bitter, 
bitter indeed is her experience. Possessed of no 
little acuteness, she is quick to discover excel- 
lence, and to feel for it that love which is conse- 
quent on its perception. And yet that is not 
always excellence which she imagines such ; 
death narrows the circle of her friends; the hearts 
of some grow cold; sated and weary with the 
things of earth, she feels that it hath naught to 
bring her but the memory of the past, *‘ of things 
that were; but are not.”’ 

And is there nothing to lessen the sadness of 
such reflections? Is there nothing to cheer the 
spirit of woman in her pilgrimage through life ? 
Must she **go mourning all her days?’”? No! 
as the star to which the mariner’s eye is upturned 
in the darkness of night,and amid the billows of the 
stormy ocean, which is ever near him, and which 
guides him on his way rejoicing, so are the bles- 
sings of education to woman. Are the aspirings 
of ambition strong within her? Science can 
crown her with never fading laurels, and be- 
queath to her an immortality brighter than that 
of fame. Or, are there none to whom her heart 
clings in deepest, holiest affection; does she 
mourn the destruction of earthly ties—still has 
she a hope; knowledge may open to her its ex- 
haustless stores, and disclose to her a new and 
untried world of thought and feeling. And, if to 
education be added the blessed light of Christi- 
anity, surely those who are called to go sorrow- 
ing through life, should not ** mourn as those 
without hope ;” rather should they rejoice that 
they have been early tauyht the vanity of earthly 
things, and placed in the road to that haven, 
where they may “spring up on the untiring 
wings of a pangless and seraphic life—those 
whom they loved, around them; the aspirings 
they nursed fulfilled ; their nature, universal intel- 
ligence—their atmosphere, eternal love !” 

ALPHA. 


JOSEPH WOLFF. 


Some accounts which have reached this country 
seem to indicate an increase in the wildness of Mr. 
Wolff’s prophetic speculations, and the consequent 
eccentricity ofhiscourse. ‘he Boston Recorder, 
however, quotes the subjoined extract from the Ori- 
ental Christian Spectator, published in Bombay, 
to show the manner of his reception, and the confi- 
dence placed in him there. Mr. Wolff arrived in 
Bombay on the 29th of = a and left it in 

Yecember for Egypt, via Red Sea. : 
wre have loaatel that Mr. Slade, the English 
traveller,who generally expresses himself in oppo- 
sition to missionaries and missionary efforts,speaks 
in high terms of the devotedness, consistency, 
faithfulness and amenity of Mr. Wolff, whom he 
met some years ago on the borders of the Black Sea. 

Wednesday, Dec. 11th 1833.—Mr. Wolff sailed 


for Egypt, in the Coofe. On parting with us, he 


- 


charged us to return his most grateful acknowledge 
mente for the great kindness with which he was 
received in Bombay by numerons friends, and pars 
ticularly by his host, Mr. Farish, Dr. Carr, and 
the ministers of all denominations; and to express 
the great delight which he experienced, when he 
perceived the greatest harmony and exemplary co- 
operation prevailing here among all who love the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth. He carries with 
him the good opinion of thousands in Bombay} 
and by not a few he will be remembered at a 
Throne of Grace. He has promised to send us the 
whole of his Indian journal for publication. We 
cherish the hope, that he may ere long revisit us, 
in the course of his travels.””"——E£pis. Recorder, 


THE RAINBOW AT SEA. 


The storm is hushed, the whistling winds are still, 
And ceased the sullen ocean’s fearful roar ; 
The wandering mariner, wave-tossed at will, 
Rejoices that the dangers now are o’er 
Which late his little bank were spread before ! 
The sails unfurled, it swiftly glides away, 
And curls the billow which it fears no more, 
Dashirig around the sparkling drops of spray; 

As if it deemed the waters subject to its sway. 


Lo, where the dark clouds which obscure the sky 
Are rent in twain as by the lightning’s blast; - 
The dazzling rainbow meets the tearful eye, 
Which up to heaven in gratitude is cast, 
For perils overcome and dangers past; 
So bright ard beautiful it seems to rest, 
In mirror’d loveliness too fair to last, 
Upon the su:nmit of the ocean’s breast, 

Which bears it nobly, as the warrior bears his crést. 


The beacon-fire of Heaven, sent to guide 
The weary seaman, and his path to cheer,—= 
When all of hope within his heart has died 
And death appears before him datk and drear 
And bows his spirit to the dust in fear, i 
When first to view bteaks forth the golden light, 
The sorrows of his bosom disappear— | 
Again he yields his soul to soft delight, — 

And hope begins to dawn all radiant and bright. 


He feels within, that the Almighty hand 

Of one is o’er him to destroy or save, 

A power uncarthly, at whose least command 

The yawning caverns of the deep blue wave 
Would bury all within one common grave ; 

And when aloft he sees the glorious sign, 

_Which God in mercy to his creatires gave, 

He knows the influcnce of his love divine, : 
And bows in adoration at his holy shrine: ’ 
—Cincinnati Mirror. 


UNABATED ATTACHMENT TO THE STAND: 
ARDS. 


The first resolution of the General Assembly, 
on our first page, Contains a profession of ** unas 
bated attachment to the system of doctrines of 
our Standards.”? Our readers should know that 
this resolution was substituted and adopted in 
place of another resolution, which, although the 
subject of discussion and postponement, in otdet 
to take up this substitute, has marvellously dis 


appeared from the Minutes, perhaps by “ one of 


those mysterions circumstances,” which are hot 
limited in their occurrence, to * printing offices.”* 
The proposed resolution bore testimony against 
certain errors, in the abstract; because it had been 
urged as a strong reason, why testimony against 
the same errors, as called for by the Meniorial, 
could not be borne by the Assembly, on account of 
the Memorial’sconnecting them with names, Tho 
yeas and nays were called for, in order that the 
postponed resolution might nevertheless appear 
on the records; but objection was made, as we 
have been informed, to the marshalling of names 
on so many questions, especially as all the ends 
of the minority in calling for this mode of records 
ing the vote, might be secured by entering their 
names with a protest. Upon the understanding 
that the minority would have the liberty of enter 
ing their protest, the call for the yeas and nays 
was withdrawn. But, afterwards, when the pro- 
test, signed by thirty namies, was offeted, it ap- 
peared that there was no record of the decision 
protested agaiust, on the Minutes. ‘There is 
something in this transaction so very like a trick 
that we had almost called it one. 

But to return to the subject of * unabated at. 
tachment”—one of two things must be true, 
Either the attachment of a por:ion of the majority 
of the late Assembly “to the system of doctrine 
contained in the standards of their faith,’’ has 
never been strong, or they deceived themselves in 
their estimate of its present strength. After con- 
‘firming the unconstitutional act of a formef Assems 
bly—after refusing to move a step toward the res 
form, which not the Memorialisis merely, but 
every intelligent and unprejudiced man, whether a 
Presbyterian or not, sees to be necessary—after 
refusing to perform a constitutional duty,—the 
bearing of testimony against error,—and refusing 
this in reference to propositions both in the con- 
crete, and in the abstract,—after all this, to pass a 
resolution that they * cherished an unabated attach- 
ment to the system of doctrines contained in the 


so very strange, that we shall not say how strange 
wethink it. But, further, they add: ** and would 
guard with vigilance against departures from it.” 
We may be too incredulous—but how to recon- 
cile this declaration with matters of fact—with 
their own acts—with their sustaining the com- 
plaint of the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia— 
with their resolutions in opposition to the Memo- 
tial—with their rejection of the resolution for 
which this was substituted—we solemnly avow to 


ability to solve. e mourn these evidences of 
growing corruption—we blush for the Assembly— 


SPIRITUALITY OF THE GOSPEL. 


It is most interesting to observe, how directly 
and clearly Jesus Christ always insisted upon spi- 
ritual obedience to that law. I mean by this, 
obedience of the heart; and how constantly he 
cut off, in the most decided manner, all those hol- 
low acts of mere external conformity, which men 
were continually substituting in its place. And 
it is, if possible, still more interesting to observe, 
how liberal and expanded were his views in re 
gard to the oufward acts by which this heart felt 
compliance might be indicated. On the one 


ever seemingly religious, would satisfy him, if 
there was evidence that the secret feelings of the 
heart were wrong. On the other hand, no action 
was too trivial to be a mark of piety, if it only 
proceeded from the right spirit. For example, 
here are a priest and a Levite, devoting their 
lives to their Maker’s service. Nobody doubts 
their eminent holiness. How dées the Saviour 
judge? Why, he leads them along a road where 
a man lies suffering. He watches to see what 
they willdo. They pass by on the other side. 
Ah, that reveals the secret! A man may de- 
vote his life to the external service of God, with- 
out really loving him at all; but he cannot really 
love him, and yet pass by, and neglect a distress- 
ed and suffering brother. And 89 in a thousand 
other cases. The beauty, the clearness, the de- 
licacy, and yet the searching, scrutinizing power 
of the tests he applied to the religious professions 
of those days, are unparalleled. They would 
make sad work with some of the bold, self-suffi- 
cient, hollow-hearted zeal, which exists In our 


Thinkers are scarce as gold: but he, whose 
thoughts embrace all his subject, pursues it unin- 


terruptedly and fearlees of consequences, is a dia- 
mond of size.—Lavater. 


standards of their faith,’ sounds very strange— 


be a problem query beyond the compass of our | 


we blush for the Presbyterian Church.—Standard. 


hand, no act whatever, and no course of life, how- - 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


For the Presbyterian. 
TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 
No. iV. 


We have seen from the lest number, what the 
church of Rome has done against the freedom of 
the press in general, and the reading and circula- 
tion of God’s holy word in particular. I leave to 
the Rev. Mr. Haghes to reconcile the facts con- 
ene in that communication, with his arrogant 
denial. 

Before we pass to the immediate subject of this 
letter, let us call the attention of the reader to 
several documenta which are in singular contra- 
viety with the confident denial of Mr. Hughes; 
and which, as much as any thing extant, show 
the enmity of the Church of Rome to the free 
use of the Bible—and of all other books which 
oppose their religion. According to the fourth 
rule of the Index, (quoted at large in my 
last letter) some few persons, might have read 
the Bible, by getting a written license from the In- 
guisitor, or Bishop, if the priest or confessor ad- 
vised it. I have now before me (one in the origi- 
nal Latin,) two forms of that very license. That 
in the original may be seen in Bishop Burnett’s 
History of the Reformation, extracted by him 
from Regist. Tom. 6.; and was given by a Roman 
Prelate to Sir Thomas More, for reading hereti- 
cal books. It closes with these words:—Ejusmodi 
libros et retinendi, et legendi facultatem, atque 
licentiam, impertimur et concedimns. ‘+ We con- 
fer and t the liberty and license to retain and 
read books of said sort ;*’ that is heretical books. 
Dr. Andrew Sall, also, a convert from. Roman- 
ism, of the Irish College of Salamanca, copies 
into his work entitled, ** True Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Faith maintained in the Church of Eng- 
land,,” a form of a license given him by the In- 
quisitor General of Spain. It permits him ‘to 


keep and read prohibited books for the purpose of 


writing, printing, or publishing any books or trea- 
tises :”” it charges him, * that if he find in any 
book, ancient or modern, any censurable ae 

~ tion, not comprehended in Expurgatory, he shall 
advertise and give notice of it to the Inquisitor.” 
The author tells us, ** At the bottom of the leaf 
on the left hand corner, are written these words, 
assentada, a fol. 138. i. e. set down page 138. I 
suppose of the book where licenses given were 
enrolled, to prevent the use of supposititious ones.” 
These licenses were renewed, he tells us, every 
three years. It is clear, therefore, that these 
licenses were in use, in different lands, and for 
successive ages! 

But their use, yes, even their use began to be 
dangerous to Rome, especially in Spain; and 
Pope Paul V. issued a brief, recalling all these 
licenses. The following is the sum of that extra- 
ordinary paper,—dated Rome, A. D. 1612. 


««Since as we understand the licenses of read- 
ing the books of heretics, or books suspected of 


heresy, or books otherwise prohibited and con-. 


demned, obtained under certain pretences, do too 
much increase in the kingdom of Spain; and un- 
derstanding, that there is more danger to the un- 
learned than profit to the learned, by and from 
the said licences ; we therefore, upon whom the 
burden of watching over the Lord’s flock is in- 
cumbent, being willing to provide a seasonable 
remedy, and walking in the steps of our prede- 
cessors, Popes of Rome, do annul, revoke, and 
utterly make void al] such licenses, faculties and 
—— And by the tenor of these presents we 
o decide and declare the same to be cassate, 
void and null; granted by whomsoever, whe ther 
our predecessors, ourselves, our penitentiary, or- 
dinaries, or bishops whomsoever; and granted 
to what persons soever, whether abbots, patri- 
archs, marquisses, dukes, or any other persons 
ecclesiastick or mundane; whether they have 
had their license by letters apostolical, in form of 
a brief under the seal, or any other peculiar way, 
to make the license firm and lasting, we revoke 
and annul all to the utmost; any constitutions 
and ordinations apostolical to the contrary in any 
wise notwithstanding, under the pains and cen- 
sures of the church to the highest; and under 
the penalty of the secular arm. And we com- 
mané, all archbishops, &c. to take care that these 
our letters be forthwith published in all provin- 
ces, cities, and diocesses, without demurring, 
disputing, or demanding why or wherefore.” 


We have seen in rule 4th of the Index, that the 
Bible is among the prohibited books, for reading 
which a license must be gotten. Here then the 
license to read even the Brble is recalled. 

To add proof to proof, I have now before me, a 
brief of Pope Gregory the XV., bound up with 
the Index, issued at Rome December 30, 1622. | 

It is headed, ** Revocatio quarumcumque licen- 
tiarum legendi, et habendi quomodolibet libros 
prohibitos quibuscumque personis ab omnibus, 
etiam Romanis Pontificibus concessarum. ‘ 
revocation of all licenses fur reading and having in 
any form, prohibited books, by whomsoever granted, 
even hy the Popes themselves.”’ 

«Therefore, since the reading of prohibited 
books is known to be a great detriment to lovers 
of the true faith, and as we have heard that 

licenses to read such books have been improperly 
multiplied ;—tto the end that this evil may be op- 
posed, and that in future, licenses of this sort may 
be granted with all possible caution; we with 
the help of God, by our own proper act, from 
certain knowledge, and after mature deliberation, 
in the plenitude of apostolical power, do by 
the tenor of these presents recall, cassate, and 
annul, and cause to be recalled, cassated, and 
annulled, all and every license for reading or 
having any books prohibited on account of heresy, 
or the suspicion of false doctrine, or otherwise ; con- 
ferred on persons of whatever grade or condition, 
even by apostolic letters, for a time, or for life, or 
however else, and for whatever cause; whether 
by letters in the form of brief, or otherwise; whe- 
ther granted by us or our predecessors, the Popes 
of Rome, or by those having authority and 
power, from us or from them. And still further, 
we will and declare persons, reading, or having 
books permitted by such licenses, obnoxious to 
the ponishments contained in the sacred canons, 
apostolical constitutions, and indexes of prohibited 
books.”* Then follows an order for the publica- 
tion of this brief. The Latin is as barbarous, as 
the decree is tyrannic. An old English writer 
has said of it, ** that his Holiness has stopped up 
every hole so effectually, that not even a mouse 
can get out.” Well did Turretine remark: 
* There is no place of mercy left to the book of 
God. Men fiy from the Gospel] in the Italian 
or Spanish tongue, faster than they would run 
from the plague of pestilence.”’ Here then we 
see: 1. That the Bible with other offensive and 
dan books was prohibited to the people: 
2. Except when the Inquisitor or Bishop gave a 
written license: 3. That even these written licenses 
have been revoked, by two Popes of Rome— 
whose acis have never been rescinded. And yet 
Mr. Hughes dares, before the whole world to 
deny it all! Oh shame, where is thy blush? 


* Quapropter cum librorum prohibitorum lectio mag- 
no esse sincere fidei cultoribus detrimento noscatur, & 
sicut accepimus, licentiz libros hujusmodi legendi ni- 
mis excreverint: Nos, ut huic malo mature occurra- 
tur, & in posterum quam cautissime licentie hujus- 
modi concedantur, quantum cum Domino possumus, 
providere volentes, Motu proprio, & ex certa scientia, 
ac matura deliberatione nostris, deque Apostolice po- 
testatis plenitudine, omnes, et singulas licentias le- 

ndi, & habendi libros quoscunque ob heresim, vel, 

ilsi dogmatis suspicionem, vel alias quomodolibet pro- 
hibitos, quibuscunque personis cujuscunque gradus, & 
conditionisexistentibusetiam per literas A postol. ad tem- 
pus, seu ad witam, & aliter quomod que & ex quacun- 
que causa, tam per litteras in forma Brevis, quam aliter 

uomodocunque a Nobis, sey preedecessoribus nostris 
Romanis Pontificibus, seu ab habentibus a Nobis, vel ab 
eis facultatem, & auctoritatem concessas, earum teno 
rein preesentibus pro expressis habentes, tenore pre- 
sentium revocamus, cassamus, & ahnullamus, ac pro 
revocatis, cassis, annullatis haberi, nullique in poste- 
rum suffragari. Quinimo libros per licentias hujus- 
modi permissos legentes aut habentes, peenas in sacris 
Canonibus, Constitutionibus Apostolicis, & Indicibus 
Librorum prohibitorum coptentas jncurrcre volumus, 
& declaramus. 


But I remember, that we live in a country in which 
such facts ruin a cause; and it ie a cause whose 
maxim is, the end justifies the means. 

“We gave in the last letter, a brief history of 
the Roman Index. It cannot be uninteresting 
to the American reader to enter somewhat more 
minutely into its character. The memorable 
Mendham, who has written an immortal work on 
this subject, called it graphically “+ The Literary 
Policy of the Church of Rome.” It is her war 
against thought, her persecution of the press, her 
murder of books. What Tacitus says of heathen 
and imperial Rome, may well be applied to Rome 
apostate, and Rome drunk with the hJood of 
saints.* 

«Their rage was directed not only against the 
authors of books, but the books themselves, so 
that by the agency of the Triumvirate, the most 
illustrious monuments of genius were burned 
with fire in the Comitium and the Forum. As 
if they supposed they could thus annihilate the 
voice of the Roman people, the freedom of the 
Senate, and the conscience of the human race !” 

In the days of Domitian, heathen Rome level- 
led her wrath especially against the word of God. 
The imperial edict was put in force in the fol- 
lowing form: * Libros deificos, habetis ? Habe- 
mos. Date illos igni aduri.”’ ‘* Have you the 
divine books 2 Wehave. Deliver them to be burned.” 
How like to the model is the system of Papal 
Rome—in her proscription of the book of God. 

‘These Indexes are two of kinds—Prohibitory and 
Expurgatory. ‘The former, as the name imports, 
Mendham justly remarks, ‘specifies and prohi- 
bits entire authors, or works, whether of known, 
or unknown authors. This book has been fre- 
quently published, with successive enlargements, 
up to the present time, under the express sanction 
of the reigning pontiffs. It may indeed be con- 
sidered as a kind of periodical publication of the 
Papacy. The other class of indexes, the Lxpur- 
gatory, whether united with the first or not, con- 
tains a particular examination of the works occur- 
ring in it, and specifies the passages condemned 
to be expunged or altered. In these(the expurgato- 
ry) publicity was the chief thing guarded against. 
They were only intended for the possession and 
inspection of those to whom they were necessary 
for the execution of their provisions.” No won- 
der they feared their extensive circulation! Mr. 
Hughes we)! understands the reasons of that fear. 
It was not popular, it was sometimes injurious to 
Papism—for the condemned authors not unfre- 
quently would reply and expose old Rome’s 
errors aS well as her oppression. Besides these 
expurgatory indexes, condemning as they do, not 
only Protesfant but Papal writers, showed the 
interior discord of the church. Raynaud, in his 
Erotemata de malis ac bonis libris, has this title 
to a paragraph: * The Exposure of Catholics by 
Catholics, a Scandal to Heretics.”” And Pope Bene- 
dict, XIV. in his ** Constitutio,” &c. &c. prefixed 
to an index published 1758, laments that Catho- 
lies abuse each other,t ‘to the great scandal of 
good men, and the contempt of heretics, who 
trimuph over the Catholics, while Catholics 
fight one with another, and lacerate each other.” 
This specimen of Unity in the holy Catholic 
Church may be inserted in the Catholic Herald, 
when Mr. H. or one of its other contributors next 
has occasion to lament over the divisions of our 
Church and General Assembly. 

But, to return: Protestants soon got possession, 
one after another of these Indexes, and widely ex- 
tended their publication. The Indexes were issu- 
ed,as we have seen, in the last letter, by the autho- 
rity of the Council of Trent; and they are attended 
by Bulls and Briefs of Popes, by constitutions and 
rules, by papal commentaries on said rules, by di- 
rections from their holinesses about correcting books, 
&c. There can be no question then, as to their ex- 
istence or authority, among all ** good Catholics.” 
Mr. Hughes has an unenviable ecolitude and dis- 
tinction in his denials, in this as well as many 
kindred matters. Gretser, a learned Jesuit, with. 
far more candour, (in his work on the right and the 
method, of prohibiting, purging and abolishing here- 
tical and noxious books) contends that the Church 
has aright to treat books in this way, which is 
intrinsic, and attempts farther to justify it on the 
ground that both civil and religious institutions, 
in Christian and in Heathen nations, had exercised 
this right from the most remote antiquity. This 
right is claimed by the Councils of Lateran and 
Trent, and not only asserted but exercised by 
many Popes, by the Congregation of the Index, 
and Congregation of the Inquisition, under the 
sanction of the Popes. ‘The extent to which this 
proscription has been carried, may be gathered in 
a measure, from the following complaint of Lati- 
nius, a Roman Catholic writer, in his letter to An- 
drew Masius, dated January, A. D. 1559 :— 
** What could have entered your mind, to make 
you publish new books at a time when almost all 
books Heretofore printed are forbidden to ust? I 
think that no one will be found among us, for 
many years, to write any thing, unless it can be 
done by letters to the absent. There has been 
lately issued, an Index of those books which we 
are prohibited to have, under the penalty of ana- 
thema, and they are so numerous, that very few 
are left to us; especially of those which have been 
printed in Germany.”? Natalis Comes, a Veni- 
tian writer of the History of his own times, (he 
too a Roman Catholic) Book XI. page 262, thus 
writes: ** A decree has been issued that all books 
printed by heretics or contaminated by their ex- 
planatory writings, but not made known, shall be 
brought from all quarters to the most Holy offi- 
cers of the Inquisition ; the heaviest punishments 
being at the sane time threatened against any one 
whoshould conceal, suppress or refuse to bring for- 
ward said books. So great was the number and 
abundance of this kind of books which was burn- 
ed, that if all had been brought into one place, it 
would have appeared like the buining of Troy. 
For there was scarce a library either public or pri- 
vate, which escaped this destruction, and was not 
left almost empty ; (Prope exinanita) books were 
burnt in many of the cities of Jtaly, but not with- 
out the abundant Jamentations of the people on 
account of the loss they sustained.”’ 

In the edition of the Prohibitory Index which is 
now in my possession, page 30, is found this hea- 
ven-daring sentence; vuLGaRI QuocuUM- 
QUE IDIOMATE CONSCRIPTA; that is, the Bible, 
writlen in any vernacular idiom, or vulgur tongue 
is prohibted. Here the Church of Rome dares no 
less than to forbid God’s word to be read in 
any language spoken by any living people. All 
translations into the mother tongue of different 
nations are shut against the people; the Vul- 
gate, being in Latin, is of course a sealed book to 
the mass of men; the effect therefore, is to close 
the Bible upon mankind. In the same list, I find 
Walton’s Polyglott condemned. Cardinal Ximenes 
has insulted the only two languages in which the 
inspired word was written, by comparing the 
Latin Vulgate printed between them, (though 
this Vulgate was itself only a translation) ¢o 
Christ between the two thieves. But this Index 
condemns in the gross, the sacred text and the 
various other languages which Walton has there 
collected and collated. Specifications here would 
be endless; for the entire Index is a mere list of 
names of forbidden authors. In a book of five 
hundred and sixty eight pages, with an average 
of perhaps thirty names to a page, it may be 
imagined what a vast multitude of authors are con- 
demned, and how dreary a night is left to the Pa- 
pal world when the Bible, and the ten thousand 
lesser stars that shone in its light are quenched 
from their heavens, and when a polluted and ig- 
norant priesthood are made the only medium to 
the skies. | 
We find on this black list, Galileo, (for hold- 
ing that the earth moves round the sun) Milton, 
Young, Erasmus, Claude, Buxtorf, Cave, Addi- 


* Neque in ipsos modo auctores, sed in libros quoque 
eorum saevitum delegato triumviris ministerio, ut mon- 
umenta clarissimorum ingeniorum in comitio & 
foro urerentur. Seilicet illo igac vocem Populi Roma- 
ni, et libertatem senatus, et conscientiam generis hu- 
mani aboleri arbitrabantur. 

+ Magno quidem bonorum scandalo. Heretico- 
rum vero contemptu, ut qui digladiantibus inter se Ca- 
tholicis, eeque mutuo laccrantibus, plane triumphant. 


son, Lavater, Locke, Robertson, Scaliger, Smidt, 
Selden, Jeremy Taylor; and we might ask, who 
ever was left out that was true, was good, was 
worthy of the public love and the public praise ? 
In some eases, parts of a book are prohibited ; and 


parts permitted. But generally we find the whole 
book rejected without qualification. . This is the 
case with the Bible! Not a part is excepted; nota 
crumb is left for the starving soul ! 

Mendham relates a very curious fact, in the Jast 
edition of the Index, published at Rome as late 
as 1819, with a decree, dated September 6th, 1822, 
(then in his possession.) It is that the Aoly contro- 
versy which was carried on in this city some 
years since between two parties in the united 
church, in the case of Hogan, and St. Mary’s, is 
hung upin full in the Index. For example, the 
publications, entitled : ‘* An Address to the con- 
gregation of St. Mary’s church Philadelphia.” 
‘The opinion of the Right Rev. Dr. John Rico, 
‘on the difference,” Q&c. &c. ‘ Address of the 
committee,” &c. ‘Address of the Right Rev. 
the Bishop of Pennsylvania,” are all condemned. 
It seems as if both sides were hung by the eye lids 
by his sovereign highness the Pope. Mendham 
remarks on this singular exhibition : * this isa suf- 
ficient proof that his holiness of Rome, does not 
consider the Transatlantic regions as alien from 
his charge; and that neither does he despair of 
finding his censures respected in the western 
world.’ It may teach us what we are to expect 
if he ever gets us into his power. If he may pro- 
hibit &merican publications, under canonical pains 
and penalties, and also temporal fines, and bodily 
inflictions, what may he not do next? : 

It shows however another thing, that the Roman 
Catholics in this country concede more to public 
opinion than the Pope can bear. He not only con- 
demns Hogan; but the trusty old Bishop too! 
And I doubt not that the next Index will contain 
THE Rev. Joun Hucues for denying that the Bi- 
ble is ‘prohibited to the people—for denying the 
Pope’s temporal power, (Bellarmine was put in 
the Index for that) and for the divers glaring mis- 
statements of, aud derogations from the high 
powers of the Papacy, in the late controversy. I 
am no prophet, but I really think the expected 
gold spurs, and cardinal’s hat, are in imminent 
danger. 

Joun 


P. S. The Rev. John Hughes, after a religious 
silence of six months, and after closing the Ca- 
tholic Herald on the late controversy, has at length 
appeared (under the pressure of his public and 
palpable exposure in my Jate numbers in the Pres- 
byterian) in one or twa pert squibs in the Catho- 
lic Herald. I do not wonder that his ire is up. 
The truth takes effect. It is well—very well. 
We hope his blood will rise, until he has resolu- 
tion enough for a public discussion. ‘Then, all 
these points may be summarily settled in afew 
days. In the mean time, I shall go on at my 
leisure. As tothe originat of the Bull of Inno- 
cent the 8th, I sent for a copy of it to the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, because Mr. Hughes denied 
that such a Bull was ever issued. I give the 
TRANSLATION IN FULL, on the faith of veracious au- 
thors, stating that I had not the original. I have 
no doubt, however, that Mr. Hughes has it now in 
his possession. As tothe Lateran Council, every 
body understood me but Mr. Hughes. My first ex- 
tracts were from Caranza,a Roman Catholic abridg- 
er of the Councils, who was then the only author 
I possessed on the subject. I gave the continued 
unbroken sense of his paragraphs, omitting what 
did not at all affect the sense. Having since got 
possession of a Book of the Councils, I published 
(June 28th, No. 2, new series,) the whole decree, 
showing that I had given the unbroken sense, 
that what I had omitted was sfrongly aguinst the 
Council, and that Caranza had omitted other parts 
equally strong against them. Let Mr Hughes 
answer the 3d letter, of July 3d. The following 
is my — answer to Mr. Hughes. 

And novv, let ine here distinctly, and once for 
all, say, that no ribaldry of the Catholic Her- 
ald shall divert me from the course I am now 
pursuing. And as to the Rev. Mr. Hughes, after 
the disingenuous and unjust course which he took 
to close the Catholic Herald last autumn; after 
having refused to recew the controversy, though 
I distinctly proposed it; and after six months of 
perfect silence which he has observed since I 
proposed to him to renew it—I shall feel called 
in duty to go on at my leisnre, as I have now 
begun, taking just so much, or so little notice of 
his occasional effusions, as they may seem to 
deserve. But, whenever his nerves or his cause, 
will, in his judgment, bear a public oral discus- 
sion, and he will inform me of the fact, he may 
command my services. J. 


THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH. 


The following affecting and eloquent descrip- 
tion of the closing hours of the Jate and much la- 
mented Rev. Georce W. Asnesripce, Pastor of 
the first Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Ky. is 
extracted from a sermon occasioned by his decease, 
and delivered by the Rev. Josnua T. Russe.t, on 
the 11th of May last, before the bereaved congre- 
gation. 


‘Three weeks ago, this morning, in the charac- 
ter of God‘s ambassador, the beloved ASHBRIDGE 
stood before you in this sacred desk, and uncon- 
sciously indeed, both to you and to himself, but 
nevertheless truly, delivered to his assembled 
congregation, his valedictory address, his last 
official message from God. 
rently in perfect health. His manly form was 
finely nerved and vigorous, and the current of life 
flowed onward, with lively, energetic and rapid 
career. When he passed out from before the al- 
tar, with lighted countenance and steady step, 
the melancholy thought occurred to no one, that 
the man of God was to tread these earthly courts 
no more forever!—that the people of his charge, 
as he cheerfully mingled among them by the way, 


were receiving from their spiritual shepherd, his | 


last greetings of friendship and affection! No! 


it could not have been imagined, and yet it was | 


even so. The elements of mortal disease and 


sudden dissolution were then secretly effecting | 


the work of destruction within him, although he 
knew it not. 
he became conscious of some slight disease in his 
system, and his rest during the night was some- 
what interrupted. The next day, his illness, 
which had before been regarded merely as the ef- 
fect of a slight cold, contracted by the fatigues and 
exposures of a communion season, attended ina 


neighbouring congregation the preceding week, | 


assumed a serious aspect; and on Thursday, it 
began to develope itself in the form of scarlet fe- 
ver, and awakened some concern in his vigilant 
physician. On Friday and Saturday, the power 
and malignity of the disease were greatly increas- 
ed; and the anxieties of his devoted companion 
became painfully alarming. A council of phy- 
sicians was called, and the melancholy but irre- 
sistible conclusion of the hasty conference was, 
that the speedy dissolution of their revered patient 
was inevitable. The clock had struck ten on 
Saturday evening—and less than twenty hours of 
probation remained—when, urged by the fond part- 
ner of his bosom, who had discovered his danger, 
and sought from God fortitude and grace to meet 
the painful crisis, his physician approached his 
bed side, and tenderly, with palpitating heart and 
tearful eye, and quivering lip, communicated the 
certain, fearful, startling intelligence, that the 
hour of dying was at hand. ‘This was the first in- 
timation of immediate danger. The tidings fell 
upon his ear like a sudden death-knell !—but, 
they failed to awaken either grief, or fear, or even 
painful agitation. For a single moment, in elo- 
quent silence, he paused !—and, in the impressive 
stillness of that fleeting moment, loosened all the 
ties which bound him to earth, and made a final 
transfer of his thoughts, his affections, his whole 


soul, to Heaven !—and then—fixing his animated | 


eye upon the friend who had just communicated 
the intelligence of his approaching dissolution, 
and grasping his hand with the eagerness and love 


of a dying saint, he said—**Te!l me, doctor, tell 
me truly—how Jong can I last ?”” «+ Possibly, till 
to-morrow—not longer,’”’ was the solemn reply. 
‘‘Now,”’ said the man of God to three friends, 
who were bending over his couch at the moment 
—** Pray,”’—**each of you offer a plain, short 
prayer to God.’? When this was done, as he had 
requested, and the third praying brother had utter- 
ed his Amen—he broke forth himself in audible, 
eloquent and impassioned tones—and ina brief, 
fervent, elevated invocation, he besought for his 
congregation—for his friends—for his infant chil- 
dren—for his bosom companion—for his own de- 
parting soul, the grace and benediction of his 
covenant-keeping God—* from my sins and from 
my duties,oh my God, I flee—to the perfect, finished 
righteousness and atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” “Into thy hands, blessed Saviour, I 
commit my body and my spirit.” Such were some 
of the very words of his prayer! And, ah! how 
widely different from the address of Adrian, the 
Roman Emperor, when dying, to his soul— 
Whither my soul, wither art thou going 
how different from that of another mighty mon- 
arch expiring in despair—** Millions of treasure, 
for an inch of time!”’ | 

His prayer being finished, he called for his be- 
loved wife, and she stood before him. Affection- 
ately pressing her hand in his own, with tearless 
eye and unfaltering voice, as a husband and a 
father treading upon the confines of Heaven, and 
rapidly rising to society in which earthly relations 
are superseded by the more endearing bonds 
which hold saints and cherubim in fellowship, 
he calmly, earnestly and with chastened ardor, 
addressed his still youthful companion—the 
mother of his infants. He spoke to her bleeding 
heart words of encouragement, comfort and conso- 
lation. He assured her of his own peace of mind 
—his hope in Christ—his joy in God,—his wil- 
lingness, nay, his irrepressible anxiety to die and 
be with Jesus—and of his sweet anticipation of 
meeting her againin Heaven. He charged her to 
walk with God, to be humble, diligent, prayerful, 
faithful unto death,—and to train up his children: 
in the **nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
He then fervently commended and committed her 
and the pledges of their mutual love to his cove- 
nant-keeping God, the widow’s Judge, the father 
of the fatherless—impressed upon her lip his 
parting salutation, and bade her an affectionate 
and final farewell! This done—he rested for a 
moment—and then, at the hour of midnight, 
he requested messengers to be despatched in 
different directions to summon to his chamber 
a number of the members of his-church and 
congregation, whose eternal interests were press- 
ing heavily upon his benevolent heart, and as 
they were at length collected around him, and 
one by one drew near his dying pillow, he took 
each in turn, by the hand,—and whether he were 
old or young, saint or sinner, gay or serious, 
volatile or thoughtful, he gave to'every one an ap- 
propriate address, rich with instruction, glowing 
with affection, and pre-eminuently adapted: to the 
peculiar views, sentiments, habits, trials, hopes, 
fears, and perils of each. 

Thus the hours of his dast night were fully oe- 
cupied in holy, pious, solemn exhortations, de- 


| Signed for the spiritual good of the friends he 


was about to leave behind him—nor was his 
anxious soul even then satisfied—but he solemnly 
dictated a number of special messages, to be de- 
livered after his death to absent acquaintances 
and friends. 


He was then appa- 


On the Tuesday evening following, | 


Contrast, for a moment, my hearers, this affect- 
Ing exhibition of undissembled piety, with the 
death-bed scene of one of the wisest and most 
distinguished, and most virtuous of the ancient 
sages. Of the philosopher it is recorded, that his 
last hours were spent in undisturbed tranquillity 
and in a lively, familiar converse with his friends 
on literary and moral subjects, and on the proba- 
ble immortality of the soul; and while all around 
him were overcome with grief and bathed in tears, 
he calmly called for the poisonous cup which had 
been decreed to him, drank it without emotion, 
‘and ordering a trifling sacrifice to be made by his 
friends to ASsculapius, quietly expired. And 
why did the heathen sage thus die undismayed 
and peacefully?) Why, my hearers? Simply 
because immortality itself was to him wholly 
problematical—and of the solemn retribution of 
eternity—judgment—heaven and hell, he knew 
nothing. But, to the living faith, and strength- 
ened vision of our dear, departed brother, all these 
absorbing scenes were present, as sober, certain, 
everlasting realities!—and yet, he rose above the 
| dread or fear of them—nay, he longed, he panted, 
| he prayed, to meet them; he rejoiced in their near 
approach—he triumphed over them—and having 
achieved the victory, his last moments were spent 
in encouraging the saints, and pouring the tidings 
of salvation upon the ears of the perishing! 
Socrates died indeed, like a philosopher, longing 
after immortality, but Asupripce Jike a Christian, 
aspiring and ascending to the paradise of God! 
By the labours of the night, the remaining ener- 
gies of the man of Ged were exhausted—his 
breathing and pulsations ceased,—and for a 
season it was thought that his spirit had risen 
silently, and without a struggle to its place of rest. 
But as the light of another Sabbath sun fell gently 
upon his pallid countenance, he was once more 
aroused to intelligence and action. For a short 
time, the current of life returned with renewed 
vigour, and inspired a feeble hope in the bosom 
| of surrounding friends that he might, as it were 
iby miracle, yet be preserved. Powerful remedies 
were eagerly applied, and importunate supplica- 
| tions were renewed in the closet, in the social 
circle, and in the house of God—but all in vain! 


It was soon ascertained that friendship and affec- 
tion had erred in judgment respecting the purpose 
of God. 

| ‘The viclory of the dying saint had not yet been 
completed, and he was not fully ripe for his ¢ri- 
_umph in heaven. The new strength which he 
had received was not natural, but super-human; 
‘imparted probably by some kind, ministering spi- 
‘rit fromm above, to enable him to finish both the 
conflict and the victory, in a way still more hon- 
ourable to religion, and animating to the saints of 
God, than had yet been anticipated. From the 
disclosures which have been made by his afflicted 
companion since his death, it appears, that he 
had long since chosen the holy Sabbath, as the 
day for entering upon his final rest, and he had 
frequently made it a matter of special and fervent 
prayer to God, that this irrepressible desire of his 
, Soul might be gratified. His prayer was heard 
_and answered, and he no sooner felt the risings of 
| supernatural strength within him than he started 
from his temporary slumbers, and beyan to utter, 
_in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, the 
| praises of Jehovah Jesus, and the holy triumphs 
of his almost beatified soul. It was, indeed, the 
Sabbath; his last Sabbath, his chosen dying day, 
a glorious emblem ; a precious antepast of heaven 
—and he spent it just as it became a dying minis- 
ter of Jesus. 

During nearly the whole of the day his intellect 
was regular and unclouded; and until about three 
o’clock in the afternoon, he was almost incessant- 
ly employed in prayer, praise and songs of victory 
and triumph. And then, as death drew yet a 
little nearer, and was beginning to throw a para- 
lysis over his rational and moral and physical 
energies, he was heard, first in feeble, and then 
in more audible tones, to exclaim, and it was the 
last distinct articulation which fell from his lip 
while he remained in full possession of his rea- 
son—'* Home—home—J am going home.”»—Amen. 


A CURE FOR THIRST. 


In these days of oppressive heat, what can be 
found more palatable than the following whole- 
some mixture: Of boiling soft water take three 
quarters, and of fresh tamarinds one quarter; put 
them together in an earthen jar, for three or four 
hours ; strain off the liquor, bottle it, and in about 
four weeks, it will be fit for use; and a wine 
glass full of it, in hot weather, is one of the most 
agreeable, healthful nectars, and extinguishers of 


thirst ever discovered. 


its sacre 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


THURSDAY, Jury 10, 1834. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
W. on African Colonization, was crowded out 
of our present number, but shall appear in the 
next. 


Five dollars have been received from B: R. H. 
which shall be appropriated as directed. 


We particularly direct the attention of our 
readers to the communication on our first page, 
from a member of the Chilicothe Presbytery, as 
affording an unanswerable argument in support of 
the Constitution of our Church, which was so 
unhappily infringed by the decisions of the late 
Assembly. In all the remarks elicited by the 
proceedings of the Assembly, from the New 
School journals, we have met with nothing like 
a plausible argumentative defence of their deci- 
sions; these, if sustained at all, must be sustained 
by something beside argument and reason. 


Act anv Testimony.—In answer to numerous 
inquiries, we would state that a prompt action on 
this paper is all-important, and that particular at- 
tention should be given to the multiplication of 
signatures. The adhering act of a church court 
is not sufficient, but in addition to this the signa- 
tures of ministers and elders, should be sent to 
our office, that the church may see who are wil- 
ling to assume an individual responsibility in 
stemming the tide of error. Notwithstanding 
the adoption of the Act and Testimony by Pres- 
byteries, each particular session should send in 
their signatures, legibly written. 

If licentiates should feel disposed to subscribe, 
a separate column shall be devoted to them. 

When a session subscribes, it should be men- 
tioned to what Presbytery they belong. 


TrEMPERANCE.—We have received a discourse 
delivered in the city of Baltimore, by the Rev. 
Robert J. Breckinridge, on ‘*the immorality of 
the traffic, manufacture and use of ardent spirits 
as a drink; and the duty of Christians with refer- 
ence to the Temperance cause.’’ The spirit dis- 


played in this discourse is bold and uncompro- 


mising,.and the argument is sound and cogent. 
We hope it will be widely circulated. 


An Opinion From THE Soutu.—We extract 
the folowing just remarks from an editorial arti- 
in the Christian Herald, Columbia, S. C., in re- 
view of the proceedings of the last General 
Assembly. We recognise in the Herald a pow- 
erful and fearless advocate of the truth. 


‘* General Assembly.—We cannot review the 
proceedings of the General Assembly, for some 
time past, without feelings of regret. Were it con 
sistent with duty, we should pass the subject over 
in silence. But standing as a sentinel, from whom 
the members of the Church expect information 
on every subject conrfected with the peace, purity, 
and prosperity of Zion, it is our solemn duty to 
speak. Ts all right? Itis our duty to say so. 
Is any thing wrong? We dare not conceal it. 
To leave our readers in the dark, would be un-. 
worthy of our station. Nor do we believe it 
consistent with our duty, to halt between two 
opinions ; to attempt pleasing all parties, by tak- 
ing no stand; to sell, like Esau, the birthright of 
the church for a mess of pottage.” 


(The above may be pondered by such other 


Presbyterian Editors in the South as it may con- 
cern.) 


‘* But what are we to think of the General As- 
sembly? It holds up to the world the Confes- 
sion of Faith as the Constitution of the church, 
containing the doctrines and discipline of the 
church. 

** Every minister upon entering into the sacred 
office, solemnly professes to take it, as a summary 


of the truths contained in Revelation, as in his 


opinion embracing the doctrines of the Bible, and 
consequently as his directory. It is the bond of 
union which binds him to others of the same 
faith, and the barrier which excludes those of a 
different persuasion. Itis the wall which sepa- 
rates him from the Universalist, the Socinian, 
and the Unitarian. It is intended to include 
within its sacred precincts only those who are 
ageed, that they may walk together and dwell in 
unity, and that Jerusalem may be like a city that is 
compactly built together. We had supposed, that it 
was one of the principal objects of the General As- 
sembly to see that all the churches, presbyteries, 
and synods, were governed by this Constitution, 
and thus to preserve purity, uniformity, and con- 
sequently peace and harmony throughout the 
whole. But what conclusion shall we draw, 
when we find this august body to whom is in- 
trusted the peace, purity, and. prosperity of the 
church, that they be transmitted unimpaired to 
posterity, foremost in dividing the church, and 
making two Presbyteries out of one, on the ex- 
press ground, that those composing them hold 
doctrines so widely different, as to render them 
incapable of a peaceable union? Yes, those who 
have solemnly received the Confession of Faith 
as the bond of Union, as the wall of separation 
between truth and error, and as their direetory, are 
foremost in breaking down this wall, so that who 
will may enter. Surely, to be consistent, the 
General Assembly will furnish each Presbytery 
with a Confession of Faith conformable to its 
doctrines. If certain ministers cannot receive 
the Confession of Faith without mental reserva- 
tions, if they must solemnly adopt, profess to 
believe, and promise to teach doctrines at vari- 
ance with their avowed principles, and if for the 
sake of preserving the peace of the church, they 
must be permitted to receive the Confession of 
Faith without believing or intending to teach its 
doctrines, but on the contrary, with the privilege 
of preaching other doctrines ; would it not be ad- 
visable, in order to prevent mental reservation, 
and the dissentions to which it often gives rise, 
from ministers going into churches and presbyte- 
ries of different sentiments, that the General As- 
sembly should draw up a number of Confessions 
of Faith suited to the taste of the different min- 
isters, congregations and presbyteries? Then 
let each minister upon going to another Presby- 
tery or congregation, carry Ais confession in his 
pocket. * * * 

‘*At present the General Assembly preserves 
the purity of the church by saying nothing about 
doctrines, whether right or wrong. It preserves 
the peace of the church by reversing and overrul- 
ing the legitimate decisions of synods and pres- 
byteries. It preserves the unity and uniformity 
of the church by making divisions in Presbyte- 
ries, and constituting new Presbyteries on the 
principle of * elective affinity.”” It promotes the 
prosperity of the church, by adopting measures 
for the introduction of men without any particular 
regard to their doctrines. Men, says Dr. Cooper, 
cannot help their opinions, and the General As- 
sembly, acting upon this very liberal principle, 
cannot think of excluding any for the sake of 
opinions. Why not carry out this liberal princi- 
ple? Why exclude Uniterians? Why not form 
them into Presbyteries by themselves, on the 
principle of ** elective affinity ?”? Surely no one 
would object, that the introduction of Unitarians 
into the General Assembly, would interrupt its 
peace? They have nothing to do with doctrines 
there. The General Assembly is too liberal a 
body to — doctrines to be discussed within 
walls. 


Protestant Missions.—The (London) Mission- 
ary Register for April contains a tabular view of 
Protestant Missions throughout the world, drawn 
up from such authorities as were accessible, but 
without any pretension to perfect accuracy, ss 
from some of the Missions no retarns had been 
made, and from others the reports were not com- 
plete. The mission of the earliest date is that 
of the Moravians in Guiana and the West Indies, 
which was founded in 1732. The number of 
members at present in commanion in that Mission 
is estimated at about forty thousand. The whole 
number of professed converts at all the Missionary 
stations is about one hundred and five thousand. 
When we take into account that Protestant Mis- 
sionaries are extremely cautious not to receive 
any into communion, without giving satisfactury 


evidence of a change af heart, this result affords — 


very encouraging evidence of the success of evan- 
gelical labour among the heathen. Avowed in- 
fidels and pseudo-Christians make loud outery 
against the waste of money and Jabour incurred 
by attempts to propagate the Gospel, as if the 
value of a never dying soul could be estimated by 
dollars and cents. We do not hesitate to avow 
our conviction, that, #f but half of the present pro- 
fessed converts from heathenism, (without taking 
into account the thousands who have already 
finished their course with joy,) should prove to 
be truly born again, through the instrumentality 
of Christian missions, the value of the result 
would incalculably exceed all the labour and ex- 
pense with which it has been attended. But we 
desire always to bear in mind, and to remind our 
readers, that the command of God, not the mea- 
sure of success, forms the Christian’s ground for 
engaging and persevering in the Missionary enter- 
prise. | 


The following anecdote is related by an admi- 
rer of that famous Roman Catholic orator and di- 
vine. It is truly ** characteristic” of a priest of 
that church, which teaches her members to call 
the of divine truth darkness,” and the 
‘‘darkness’”? of tradition and human reason, 
“light.” | 


BOSSUET. 

The expression of Bossuet to one who found 
him preparing one of his famous orations, with 
the Iliad open on his table, is finely characteristic 
of the lofty and magnificent genius of the man. 
‘‘T always have Homer beside me when I make 
my sermons. I love to light my lamp af the sun /” 


Pouice Reports.—We have ofien been struck 
with the dangerous tendency of the mode usually 
adopted in the report of police trials in our large 
cities. ‘The cases are principally confined to the 
delinquencies of the vagrant, drunken, and riotous; 
which, instead of being reprobated and held up as 
beacons to warn the unwary, of the degrading and 
disastrons effects of vice, are seized as befitting 
themes of humourous narrative. It is impossible 
we think, for youth to read these reports, without 
imbibing the notion, that the crimes which usually 
fall under the cognizance of our police courts, are 
mere peccadilloes, more amusing than abhorrent. 
E ven judges are represented in them, as displaying 
less of the gravity of administrators of justice, 
than of the wit of punsters. 


RECENT PAMPHLETS. 


An Address delivered at the laying of the corner 
stone of All Soul’s church, in the City of Phila- 


delphia, by the Rev. Dr. Doane, Bishop of the 


Diocese of New Jersey. The address is appro- 
priate. | 


Second Annual Report of the New Jersey Howard 
Society.— This Society, as its title intimates, is 
designed to promote the reform and religious in- 
struction of prisoners. The report embodies a 
mass of interesting facts in relation to this subject, 
and makes a powerful appeal to the heart of every 
philanthropist. 


Addresses delivered by Col. James M. Porter 
and Rev. Dr. Junkin, at Easton, Pa. at the installa- 
tion of the Faculty in the new edifice of the La- 
fayette college. 

The first address is brief and well suited to the 
occasion ; the latter which is more extended, is well 
worthy of perusal, as happily demonstrating the 
influence of religion upon education. We offer 
one brief extract: 


** In corroboration of these views, may J allude to 
the history of this institution? May I turn your 
eye to this Alma Mater, sitting desolate and for- 
lorn on this lonely mountain. 
her hand, and once and again woos the genius 
of lone science to become a companion of her lone- 
liness. But to no purpose. Again she throws 
open her arms and invokes the genius of literatare 
—in vain. After many discouragements and long 
delay, she lifts her tearful eye and directs an im- 
ploring look toward the genius of Christianity, 
when lo! what do our eyes behold? She who 
sat solitary and desolate, springs from her dust, 
in the freshness of youth and beauty, and takes 
her station amid the matrons of the land, rejoic- 
ing in the fulness of her household who rise up 
and call her blessed ! 

“Yes, my friends, this college owes its practi- 
cal existence to the religion of Christ, and let it 
be your concern and ours, to see that its govern- 
ment be ever conducted on the broad basis of the 
common Christianity. The want of religion has 
destroyed many a college, by converting it into 
the hot bed of vice. The example is rare, if it 
exist at all in our country, where a college but 
moderately endowed, has ceased its operations 
from any other cause than want of moral stumina.”” 


An Appeal to Ministers of the Gospel in behalf of 
Sunday Schools: —A sermon by Rev. Isaac Ferris, 
D. D.—just, appropriate and forcible. 


The Presbyterian Preacher for June contains an 
excellent discourse from the pen of the Rev. Dr. 
Miller, entitled a Plea for an Enlarged Ministry, 


which was delivered in May last at the request of 
the Board of Education. 


The Biblical Repertory and Theological Review, 
Vol. VI. No. 2.—The several articles in this 
number, although various in merit, are all entitled 
to attention. We know of no religious periodi- 
cal in our country which has more uniformly 
Sustained its character for excellence than this; 
and our only regret is, that its useful matter is 
not more widely disseminated. In the present 
number we would indicate the artiele on the 
Sinner’s ability to obey God if he will, as peculiarly 
seasonable to antidote an error so prevalent in the 
church, as to threaten to efface from the sinner’s 
mind, all sense of personal unworthiness, and of 
dependence upon gracious aid from God in his 
conversion. Itis a review of two sermons pub- 
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the prediction will he true. 


to leave them Jong enough to rest. 
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lished in the National Preacher; and the Re- 
viewer justly censures this periodical for a de- 
parture from what was generally understood to 
be its original design. It is, in fact, and long has 
been, a vehicle for the new light doctrines of the 
day, although it has heen studiously given out, 
that it would keep aloof from controversies. The 
fact should be known. 


The Literary and Theological Review, No. 2.— 
The articles in this number possess substantial 
merit and afford promise that the work itself will 
be an able auxiliary to the cause of truth. We 
would not endorse every sentiment contained in 
these first numbers, but thus far, we can general- 
ly commend the publication. The article entitled 
the Language of Signs auxiliary to the Christian 
Missionary, is curious and may afford some useful 
hints to foreign missionaries. The review of 
Channing’s works cannot fail to’ interest the 
reader, as affording an exceedingly just portrait- 
ure of the mind and writings of the American 
leader of Unitarianism. 


From the Pittsburgh Christian Herald. 
CIRCULAR 


OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WESTERN 
FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, TO THEIR CHRIS- 
TIAN FRIENDS GENERALLY. 


Dear Brethren,—We have lately received from 
our missionary, the Rev. John B. Pinney, a let- 
ter, from which we make the following extract : 


Monrovia, May 1st, 1834. 

Dear Brornter Swirt.—How shall I write the 
afflicting inte'ligence ? Oh how will you and the 
friends of Zion mourn. Brother Cloud is gone 
to rest from his labours! His death was sudden 
and to us all afflicting. But alas! how much 
more the present state of our misssion. I arrived 
thie morning from Bassa, where business had 
called me, for the short space of one week ; and 
find Brother and Sister Laird given over by the 
physician! The letters which Brother L. wrote 
you concerning the death of Brother Cloud, (I 
was then too feeble to write,) I doubt not, in- 
formed you that he was carried off by the dysen- 
tary, which attacked him while absent at Cape 
Mount. 

The attention he received from Br. Laird du- 
ring his illness was unremitted, and the physician 
is of opinion that he caught the disease from him. 
He was even, before the death of Brother C.., 
thrown into a fever by his efforts. ‘The attack 
was, however, light, and little danger was appre- 
hended.—Sister L. was ny well. 
The day that I was to leave fur Bassa, I visited 
them before breakfast. Brother L. observed that 
it was the seventh day of his attack, and that, 
though weak, he felt that his attack was tempered 
with great mercy; as being far lighter than the 
two previous ones—charged me to be careful of 
my health—remarked that he expected to recover 
quickly—and proposed writing an obituary or 
short notice of Brother Cloud’s death. Sister 
L. was up as usual; invited me to remain and 
take breakfast, and expressed a fear lest I should 
return from Bassa, as Mr. Cloud had done from 
C. Mount—sick. But oh, how little can we un- 
derstand what a day may bring forth. The very 
day of my departure, Sister L. was attacked 
with a severe fever, and was speedily deranged in 
mind. The next day Brother L. was seized with 
a diarrhea, which the third day was succeeded 
by the dysentary; and he is now wasted to a 
skeleton and scarcely breathes. The first day 
of his dysentary, he wrote a short Will, a copy 
of which I enclose. His wife, though quite 
weak, insisted upon setting up with him on 
the sofa, until, exhausted by bodily and menta! 
labours, she lay down, and scarcely has any 
lucid intervals; and the physician apprehends 
her speedy dissolution! She observed, on the 
day that Brother L. made his Will, that they 
had promised to die together; and I greatly fear 
I am exhausted, and 
have not even been to the agency house since 
landing, but can scarcely prevail upon myself 
My situation 
is indeed a trying one! My heart sinks within 
me as IT look upon their emaciated forms, and 
view them dropping into the grave. Am I then 
to work alone? Does God see it best to give me 
no dear friend to labour with me? It cannot— 
must not be. Surely if these are taken, others 
will rise to enter into their Jabours. I am dis- 
tressed, and my heart mourns. The peculiar 
mildness and amiableness of Brother L. had en- 
deared him to me in no common degree; and I 
felt to be a missionary with him was to be blest. 
The personal loss is deeply felt; but my anxious 
heart turns to the churches, and almost trembles 
at what may be the effect there. Oh! will Zion 
grow weary of her work, and the mothers in Is- 
rael no more dedicate their offsping to God’s 
cause-here! Will these be looked upon as a 
vain offering? No, no. The heathen around 
cry for help, from their pit of ignorance and sin, 
and surely God will send salvation by other in- 
etruments. 

Friday Morning, 2d May.—The suffering pair 
still exist—yet breathe. Blessed be God, that I 
am permitted one more day of attendance upon 
Brother L. He seldom speaks, though evidently 
conscious of all that passes. The constant 
moanings and delirious talk of Mrs. L. were so 
full of horror to him, that she was this morning 
removed to another room. Her thoughts are full | 
of anxious concern about her husband—but all is 
delirium and wildness. ‘The nurse tells me that 
yesterday morning she arose from her bed and 
went to embrace Brother L. Her distress was 
unspeakable; and finally, she exclaimed; ‘ yes, 
you may go before me a little while, but I will 
soon follow.” 

Brother L. enjoys evidently the comforts of 
faith and hope. Recustey morning, before I 
came in, he sang with considerable strength of 
voice, 


“Come ye sinners poor and needy.” 
And— 
“ Come humble sinner in whose breast.” 


In the afternoon, I sung a hymn expressive of 
confidence; he raised his hands often, expressive 
of concurrence in the sentiment. He then re- 
quested me to sing, 


“ Farewell, farewell, farewell, dear friends, I must 
be gone, 2 
I here no longer stay with you,” &c., 


And at every chorus joined with much more 
strength than I supposed him to possess : 


“ Farewell, farewell, my loving friends, farewell.” 


I inquired if he had any word or presents to 
send to American friends. His reply agreed with 
all he had ever said—* No, it all belongs to God 
and the mission. I remarked, that tokens of re- 
membrance thus sent might encite others to supply 
his place, and do more good than if left with the 
mission. Hemade noreply. 1 then inquired ifhe 
had any request to make. My Harrriet—I charge 
you to be kind to her while she lives, when I am 
gone.” Yes, dear Brother, she shall have every 
attention a brother can bestow. She needs pecu- 
liar kindness, and then she is peculiarly kind. 
He is much engaged in prayer; and I do some- 
times hope even against hope, that God will say, 
live. O how desirous I was of freedom, to be with 
‘him all the time; but Mr. Kinsley, whom we all 
rejoiced to hear had been appointed Agent, and 
te tare we have daily expected for the last two 
months, has not yet arrived ; and the combined ef- 
fect of fatigue and anxiety, has almost made me 
siek again. May God enable me to hold out un- 
ti] the event is decided as‘to life or death. 

May 10th.—The Captain of the Argus waits to 

my letter. In this hurry, dear Brother, let 
} black lines be my interpreter. Both are at 


bing heart be still ! 


“To call them to his arms.” 


for the few last days. 
Brother L. on the 4th instant. 


viz:—— 


ed in it. 


providence manifestly suggests. | 


liek 


if once established. 


liarly trying. 


hands of these departed brothers. 


nate prayer. 


EARTH’S PLEASURES. 


Earth’s pleasures melt away ; 
They float on time’s resistless tide 
And cold are while they stay. 


But joys that from religion flow, 
Like stars that gild the night, 

Amid the darkest gloom of woe 
Shine forth with sweetest light. 

Religion’s ray no clouds obscure ; 

' But o’er the Christian’s soul, 

It sheds a radiance calm and pure, 
Though tempests round him roll. 


But to its latest thrill, 
Religion whispers to the soul 
In calmness—" peace be still.” 


“Tis but the voice that Jesus sends 


rest, I trust,in Abraham’s bosom. O my throb- 


I need not ask you to weep; I know your kind 
heart will almost be broken to see the hopes 
which budded so fairly all blasted. O! Brother 
Swift, language will feebly express my suffering 
Sister L. died on the 3d— 
I was with them 
whenever health allowed, after my return. 
they faded away like snow before the sun. 
fatal disease worked its silent but perceptible way, 
without a check. They are gone from us! 
for grace from a gracious God to submit without 
murmuring, and say. thy will be done. Their 
death makes me more anxious than ever before, to 
escape from my present oppressive duties ; which 
do not allow even time for grief, and enter fully 
upon the great work to which your attention is 
directed, of beginning a mission station.” 


But 
The 


O 


The Executive Committee, on receiving the above 
communication, adopted the following minute, 


1. Resolved, That the Executive Committee have 
just learned with deep sorrow, and they trust also 
with deep humiliation before God, the distressing 
intelligence of the sudden removal by death, of 
the Rev. Matthew Laird and his wife, and the 
Rev. John John Cloud, their missionaries in Afri- 
oa; and the consequent almost entire suspension 
of their operations in Liberia, at a moment when 
the interests of missions in Africa and the hopes 
of the friends of Zion appeared to be deeply involv- 


2. Resolved, That the Executive Committee, in 
finding themselves placed in this distressing sit- 
uation, by the almost entire extinction of one of 
their largest and most promising missions, would 
humbly recognize the unerring hand of a covenant 
keeping God, in this mysterious dispensation, and 
the duty on our part of a meek and uncomplaining 
acquiescence in the same; and they would ear- 
nestly beseech the Mediator of the New-Covenant 
to enable them and their fellow Christians gener- 
ally to unite with these feelings a sincere desire 
and determination to apply to their humiliation 
and practical improvement those solemn instruc- 
trons which this painful bereavement of his holy 


3. Resolved, That the cheerfulness and alacrity 
with which these, our deceased friends and fellow- 
labourers, embarked in that perilous enterprise, 
the developments of missionary zeal and excel- 
lence which had already been made by them, and 
the moral courage and unabated Jove to the souls 
of the heathen, which they displayed even to the 
last, have been such as to give the Committee a 
deep sense of the magnitude of the loss which 
they have sustained ; and toconsecrate the memo- 
ry of these devoted servants of Christ, in the 
hearts of all the friends of the misionary cause. 
Thus, dear Brethren, has death blotted from our 
lists, in the short space of ten or fifteen days, 
three valued names; and thus, the grave has swal- 
lowed up a large amount of our best hopes, 
as a Missionary Society. At a moment when 
their prospects seemed to be opening; when 
schools were about to be commenced, and when 
before them in Monrovia, they saw the walls of a 
sanctuary daily rising, the fatal pestilence pur- 
sued and overtook this little band ; and now with 
but one solitary brother remaining there, their 
plans are broken, and the darkness of the grave 
hides from their view those degraded tribes, for 
whose salvation they would have gladly shared 
the toils and privations of many years. 
The Executive Committee, in common with 
the other friends of Africa, feel, indeed, in view 
of this, and a similar bereavement of the mission 
of our Methodist brethren, oppressed with a con- 
sideration of the unpropitious circumstances, 
which appear to be connected with that particu- 
lar point from which they desired to act. 


But 


find in this respect an alleviation in the be- 
that there are places on the eastern and 
westesn coast of that great continent, which are 
as salubrious as any portion of the globe, and 
from these Christianity could easily find its way 
by a gradual advance to those which are less so, 


The Committee, however, fee] that more infor- 
mation, and solemn and prayerful deliberation, 
are necessary, before they can resolve on the 
course which prudence and the interest of the 
missionary cause may advise them to pursue. 
The decease of two valued missionaries, recall- 
ing as it does, to their recollection, the compara- 
tively recent removal of one who had devoted 
himself to that field, little more than a year be- 
fore, must, they fear, greatly retard their opera- 
tions; and this in times so eminently fraught 
with circumstances fitted to animate and eucou- 
rage the church, in the missionary work, is pecu- 
But he, who hath taken away, is 
the Holy One of Israel, in whom we trust. : 
At this affecting crisis when, by the strokes of | 
death, additional streams of Christian compassion 
are likely to be arrested for the want of mission- 
aries for the foreign field, the inquiry returns to 
us with ten-fold emphasis ‘* whom shall we send” 
to fill the broken ranks of the missionary corps! 
and the committee weuld affectionately say that 
if there are among the ministers, licentiates, or 
candidates of our church, any who, in this hour 
of darkness and affliction, are ready to respond to 
this momentous inquiry, we would gladly assign 
them, in some portion of the great field of mis- 
sions, the standards which have fallen from the 


Christian Brethren,—If you open your eyes upon 
the fields, you see thal they are already white to 
the harvest, and the universal establishment of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom on earth still stands 
pledged and promised by Him who cannot lie, 
and is omnipotent to save. Why then is the arrow 
of death suffered to cut down his youthful mes- 
sengers to heathen lands? Is it not intended as 
a solemn warning to his churches to shake off their 
slumbers, and with deeper earnestness, and more 
self-denied effort undertake to fulfil his will? 
Have they not made a covenant with Him to go 
forward in this most necessary work ? and is there 
not reason to fear that he has a controversy with 
us because we come not properly up to the help 
of the Lord? And while the knell of death so 
soon returns to us from the shores of Africa, and 
messenger after messenger comes to tell us that 
another and another missionary has sunk into the 
tomb; and above all, when from the heavens there 
comes a voice in these dispensations, crying 
** Awake, awake, put on thy strength O Zion !” 
shall we not, dear brethren, be melted to contri- 
tion, and aroused to new exertions and importu- 
**Come from the four winds, O 
breath”? of the Lord “and breathe upon” thy 
churches, “ that they may live” to thee, 

The Executive Committee, in view of these af- 
flictive dispensations, would especially entreat 
the prayers of their Christian friends, that a gra- 
cious God may be mercifully pleased to overrule 
these things for the glory of his name, and the 
furtherance of the Gospel among the heathen, 
that trusting in the continued co-operation of his 
people, and the merciful help of the Shepherd of 
Israel they may go forward with their work. 

By order of the Executive Committee. : 

E. P. SWIFT, Cor. See. 


For The Presbyterian. 


Like snows that fall where waters glide, 


His heart may break with grief and pain; 


L M. Ss. 


For the Presbytenan. ~ 


ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. MR. LAIRD, 
MISSIONARY TO AFRICA. 


He’s gone—and it is well ; 
He could not go too soon, 
With angel-bands above to dwell, 
In glory’s brilliant noon. — 


To God’s right hand in heaven, 
We know that he is gone ; 

Nor had the blest reward been given, 
But that Ais work was done. 


We knew him—let no tear 
Upon his grave be shed ; 

But weep the lost, left hopeless here— 
Dark Afric’s living dead. 


For who may venture now, 
To tread the path he trod 7— 

To sickening beams expose his brow, 
To lead her sons to God ?— 


O brave must be the youth, 

And firm his faith must be, 
Who bears the light of heavenly truth, 
_ Benighted land, to thee! 


Young soldicr of the Lord! 
Go, lay thine armour by— 

Or girded with the Gospel-sword, 
Go fearless forth—to die! 


Easton. July 1834. J. G. 


For The Presbyterian. 
PRAYER MEETINGS. 


Spirit of God seemed to be—need I say, seemed to 
be, no, Mr. Editor, it was in reality there. My 
heart, I humbly hope, felt its blessed influences, 


With Christ within the doors.” 


As might naturally be expected, the emotions 
of my heart led my mind to serious reflections. 
On what did my thoughts revolve? Did I reflect 


the praying, faithful, huamble Christian is permit- 
ted to enjoy in this lower world? Did I feel that 
in answer to the effectual, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man, impenitent sinners who had happen- 
ed in there, might then be convicted of their sins, 
and brought to bow submissively at the footstool 
of Divine Grace? Did I imagine, how the bright 
angelic choir do ever tune their celestial harps, 


ascriptions of glory, honour, and power, to Him 
who contrived and perfected the illustrious plan 
of redemption? These truly are subjects merit- 
ing great attention. But my soul was weighed 


teresting and momentous fact. For I had discov- 
ered, that many whom I was wont to see in the 


where are they now? Why do they stay away. 
They have forgotten their first love. ‘I'he world 
with its fascinating charms has ensnared their 
souls. They heed not the holy precepts, kindly | ; 
invitations and promises of their Divine Master, 
which if they 
they give little evidence either to their own hearts 
or to others that the grace of God has ever saving- 
ly been experienced by them. Much Jess do 


should possess, when he Jeft for their perusal in 
his sacred word, such passages as these: ‘I said 
not unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye my face in vain. 
Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and 
make them joyful in my house of prayer. 
saith the Lord God, I will yet for this be inquired 
of by the house of Israel to doit forthem. Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one ano- 
ther. Then those that feared the Lord spake of- 
ten one to another, and the Lord hearkened, and 


before him for them that feared the Lord, and 
that thought upon his name. 
mine saith the Lord of hosts in that day when I 
make up my jewels; I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him.”” Much 
might be said upon the foregoing precious words | i 
of our Divine Redeemer, but as it is not my pur- 
pose to enter into a detailed discussion of this im- 
portant subject, I will not detain any who may 
be disposed to profit by these remarks, except to|_ 
call their attention to the following thoughts, viz. |! 
1. An obligation rests upon Christians to at- 
tend meetings for prayer and exhortation. This 


they have made, and from the spirit of Christ |! 
which prompts to do good to others. 

2. Glorious benefits accrue to those, who 
discharge this duty. The truth of this temark is 
seen in the fact, that by a proper performance of 
the exercises of the prayer meeting ; by faith they 
receive the pardon of their sins from Jesus Christ, 
whom they all behold as an all merciful Saviour ; 
they grow in grace, by having their hearts en- 


thing for the salvation of their fellow men. | 
3. Evil effects are produced by their neglect of 
this all important duty. These are seen in the 
awful fact, that when Christians cease to pray, 
and to love communion with their covenant God ; 
then impenitent sinners become careless and har- 
dened in their iniquities; spiritaal declension is 
felt by the whole Church; lJeanness, coldness, 
and cruel apathy seizes their own souls. 

Young Christians ! who have, as it were, been 
just born in the spiritual life, let me beseech you, in 
view of every thing that is holy and valuable in re- 
ligion, to give this subject a serious and prayerful 
consideration, so that if you have hitherto acted 
amiss, you may do so no more; and if you have 
been faithful, you may be encouraged to be more 
so. Thus shall you be as the gteen tree, beside 
the water courses, whose beauty and splendour 
excites the admiration of all beholders, and the 
fragrance of its foliage enlivens and cheers maiiy 
hearts. Christians! more advanced in the divine 
life, you may also here see something by which 
your lukewarmness and remissness may be cors 
rected, and your faith he strengthened so that 
you may be a fit example in ai) godliness to those 
not as much experienced, and in the celestial 
kingdom occupy an exalted throne, and wear a 


the want of any Christian grace. . 


- — 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


From London papers to the 25th of May, and Paris to 
the 24th, received at New York. 


In England nothing of importance has occurred since 
our previous advices. 


The news from Lisbon is to the effect that Figueras and 
Coimbra have surrendered to the Pedroites. Both are 
said to have fallen without a blow being striick. Figueras 
was taken possessioti of by Admiral Napiet, and Coimbra 
by the Spanish and Portuguese forces; the iormer under 
the command of General Rodil, and the latter under that 
of the Duke of Terceira. The Miguelites are still strong 
in the province of Beira, and their superiority in the 
southern part of the kingdom undisputed. 


The Cortes of Spain are convoked to assemble on the 
24th July. The Carlists still continue to strugglé against 
the government of the Queen; and one of their chiefs, 
General enema = A is accused of acting with the 
greatest ferocity. olonel O’Donnel, the son of the 
Count D’Abisbal, having fallen into his hands, was shot. 


Neither the German nor the Belgian papers have 
brought any news, except a report that Leopold, in order 
to secure the peace of Belgium, is about to propose, as & 
successor to the throne, one of his own relatives. : 


From &t. Petersburg, we have an account of the solem- 
nities observed on the occasion of the ng ae the Oath 
of Allegiance to his father, the Emperor Nicholas, by the 
Grand Duke Alexander of Russia. ‘This imposing cere- 
mony took place on the 5th inst. in the presence of the 
Queen and other branches of the Imperial family, and of 
immense spectators. On the following day, the Grand 
Duke transmitted to Count Essen, the Governor of St. 
Petersburgh, 50.000 rubles, for distribution amongst the 
poor inhabitants of that city. 


The attention of the people of Paris seems to have been 
entirely absorbed by the death and funeral obsequies of 


and deposited in the hearse, which was decorated with 12 
tricolored flags, 3 at each corner, it was surmounted by 
plumes, and had the Jetter L on various parts of the dra- 


“Mr. Editor,—Not long since, I attended a prayer br 
meeting in one of the churches in this city. The | friends of the deceased. After a few minutes spent in 
preliminary arrangements, the funeral march struck up, 


and the cortege began to move. 
ceded by muffled drums, deputations from various legions 


| . of the National Guards of Paris, and the Banlieue. ‘The 
so that 1 could feelingly and sincerely exclaim, | 61st — of the Line, and -a regiment of Red Lan- 
«“« How sweet and awful is the place cers. The Hearse tollowed, which was immediately suc- 


ceeded by the Deputations of the Chambers of Peers and 
Deputies ; other deputations followed from various public 
bodies, among whom we perccived a number of foreign- 
ers, particularly Americans and Poles. 
ceeded by Chefs de Bataillon of the National Guards and 
the Line, and these again followed by other detachments 


the Council held by the 

: Thuileries, went in a body to make a visit uf coudolence 

sanctuary on the Lord’s day, and some young con- | to the family of Geueral L 

verts tuo, were not in the prayer meeting. Methought, by ~ * a. e Lafayette, and conducted by him to view 
the body. 

called 4 the course of the day, and inscribed their names 

as participators in the general grief. 


o not obey, accept and believe, | tion, to take into consideration the most appropriate man- 


country have sustained by the death of the great and good 
ette—'Thomas B. 
the 
they enjoy the consolations and delights which | Bradford, Esq. American Consul, was appointed Secre- 
the Lord Jesus intended all his dear disciples|tary. The followiug resolutions were offered and unani- 
mously adopted. 


trious fellow citizen, the virtuous Lafayette, with feelings 
of the deepest sorrow and regret. : 
Resolved, That the citizens of the United States now in | of one half of one per cent, and, if they leave it for forty 
Thus | Paris, will attend in a body the funeral of Lafayette, in 
testimony of the high respect they entertain for his ex- 
alted character, as the undeviatin 
of the liberties of their country, and of those of the human 
race. 


letter of condulence to the family of Gen. Lafayette, ex- 
pressive of their deep sympathy in the affecting dispensa- 


heard it, and a book of remembrance was written _ with which it has pleased Divine Providence to visi 


And they shall be | miration for the virtues and 
acter of Lafayette, through a long life, and under the most 
arduous circumstances, they will wear crape upon the left 
arm for three months. 


communicated by the Secretary of this meeting to the fa- 
mily of the illustrious deceased, and that the proceedings 
of the meeting be published. 


were, on the motion of Mr. 
Claxton, Esq. U.S. N., named that committee :— 


Brooks, Esq. of Massachussetts; J. Dennison, Esq. of Con- 
necticut; Mr. Burns and Mr. Brevoori, of New York; Philip | jaunt Postmaster, Thomas G Scota, Esq., in purlotning 
Kearney, Esq. of New Jersey; Dr. A. B. Tucker, of Peun- | money from the mail bag. 
sylvania; Alexander Claxton, Esq. U. S. N. of Maryland; 


S. Carolina; Dr. L. 
mont, 
larged, and by receiving spiritual strength to up- | S. Pomer, Esq. of Mississippi, and D. Urquhart, Esq. of 
hold them on their way to heaven; they do some- | Louisiana. 


Bradford were ex officio placed on the Committee. 
a short adjournment, the Chairman, in the name of the | ous patriot and friend of our country. 
Committee, reported a letter of condolence to the famil . 

of General Lafayette. which was unanimously temied. 


it was resolved, That an eulogy on the illustrious charac- 
ter of the revered Lafayette, be delivered before the Ame- 
rican citizens at 


the Chair, to constitute a Committee of Arrangements, to 


bright ctown of righteousness not tarnished by | 


American citizens in Paris in consequence of the melan- 
choly event. The French papers contain some additional 
details One of them states, that an old and faithful ser- 
vant carried on a cushion, immediately after the hearse, 
the decoration commemorate of the revolution of July, and 
that of the order of Cincinnati, being the only two ribands 
which Lafayette would ever consent to wear. 


_ Funeral of Lafatette—From an early hour on the morn- 
ing of the 22d of May, the Rue d’Anjou St. Honore, in 
which the hotel of the late lamented Lafayette is situated, 
and every street and passage in its vicinity, was crowded 
with citizens of Paris, hastening to pay their last tribute 
of respect and attachment to the illustrious deceased. 

The funeral ceremony, (says Galignani’s Messenger,) 
from the public character of the deceased, both as a mem- 
ber of the Chamber of Deputies and a General, was in- 
vested by the Government with all the imposing pomp 
which the attendance of numerous bodies of military never 
fails to give to processions of this description; while the 
attendance of the National Guards, who came forward in 
immense numbers, to join in giving effect to this parting 
act of homage to their venerable colleague, and the crowd- 
ed state of the streets leading to the Church of the Assamp- 
tion, where the funeral ceremony was to be performed, 
and from thence along the Rue de la Paix, the entite 
length of the Boulevards, and every spot near which the 
procession was to pass, showed the extent of the populari- 
ty, and the affectionate esteem with which the decease 
was regarded by every class. 

About half past seven. the members of the various 
Deputations, appointed to take part in the Procession, 
began to arrive at the Hotel, which was handsomely hung 
with black. Among these were numbers of staff officers, 
of the troops and the National Guards. Detachments of 
infantry were placed as Guards «f Honor in the com- 
mencement of the Rue du Faubourg, St. Honore, the 
Rue Royale, the Rue St, Florentin, and other points, by 
which the procession was to pass. 

At a few minutes after 9, the body was bronght down 


ry, and was drawn by four black horses. The cordons 
the hearse were held by four persons of distinction, 


The hearse was pre- 


These were suc- 


ational Guards.—F our of 


The immense crowds, and the small space left for the 


All the Ministers, (says the same Gazette,) on leaving 
ing, on the preceding day. at the 


afayette. They were received 


n immense number of persons of all classes 


Meeting of the American Citizens in Paris—-At a meet- 


arton, Esq.. Charge d’Affairs of 
nited States, was called to the Chair, and Dunscomb 


Resolved, That we have heard of the death of our illus- 


friend and defender 


Resolved, That a committee be appoinjed to address a 


hem. 
Resolved, That as a further testimony of their high ad- 


rfect consistency of char- 


On the motion of Mr. Brooks, seconded by Mr. Adams, 
t was then 
Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be 


’ On the motion of Mr. French, seconded by Mr. Blow, 


was— 
Resolved, That the United States, as far as they are re- 


owing gentlemen, copreeeenes 17 States of the Union, 
ayne, seconded by Alex. 


Dr. Wood, of Maine; N. Niles, Esq. of Vermont; Chas: 


v. F. S, Mines, of Virginia; Arthur P; Hayne, Esq. of 
A. Dugas, of Georgia; W. P. D’Arus- 
sq. of Indiana; Dr. A. P. Elston, of Kentucky; J. 


On the motion of Mr. Townsend, Mr. Barton _ Mr, 
flier 


On the motion of Mr. Hayne, seconded by Mr. Brooks, 


Paris. 
_ On the motion of Mr. Brewster, seconded by Mr. Niles, 
it was also resolved, That five gentleman be named by 


provide for the execution of the preceding resolution : 
whereupon, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Niles, Mr. Atherton, Mr. 
Brevoort, and Mr. Brooks, were named that Committee. 
It was then resolved, That the proceedings of this meet- 
ing be communicated by its Secretary to the Legation of 
the United States at Paris, with the request that they 
may be recorded on the books thereof—aund the meeting 
adjourned. 

e understand that M. Lafitte entertained the project 
of proposing to the Chainber of Deputies, that the body of 
General Lafayette should be deposited in the Panthcon, 
but renounced it on learning that it was the decided wish 
of the family that the directions of the deceased as to his 
interment, should be scrupulously followed. 

All the ministerial papers contain eulogies on this con- 
sistent aud persevering friend of human liberty. The ini- 
liiary honours paid to him were those whith belong to a 
General in Chief, 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Cholera and Shipwreck—The schooner Sabina, at New 
Orleans, reports the wreck of the schooner New Packet, 
Captain Ramsdell, which took place on the 20th May, at 
the bar of Aransas. She is a total wreck. We learn 
(says the New Orleans Bulletin of the 18th) by the mate, 
that thirty of the Irish — which went out in the N. 
P. died of the cholera beforé they reached Aransas, to- 
gether with three of the crew. 3 


Indian Hostilities—A meeting has been held at Polecat 
Springs, Macon county, Alabama, composed of the most 
influentia) men in that county, to take into consideration 
the hostile attitude of a portion of the Creek Indians. 
They have passed resolutions expressive of the belief of 
the existence of danger, pledging themselves to stand in 
readiness to assist each other in bringing offenders to jus- 
tice; and they declare that they are ready at a moment’s 
warning, to assist in apprehending the murderer of Bever- 
lyG. G Lucas. It is stated as the opinion of the 
meeting, that the safety of the citizens in that part of the 
State requires an organization of a company of mounted 
men, by the State authorities, to attend and assist the 
civil officers in the execution of their duty, and otherwise 
to keep the disaffected in awe. wy 

Gold Coins—Much anxiety having been manifested to 
obtain information respecting the Gold Coins, we publish 
the Bill regulating the value of Gold Coins, as amended 
by the Senate. 

It will be seen that this bill takes effect from and after 
the first day of next August. ; : 

The old coin contained 2474 grains pure, or 270 grains | 
standard gold. The present coin 232 grains pure, or 258 
grains standard gold. A 2 

The value of the old coin at 94 8-10 cts. the dwt. is 

10.66 5-10. or fen dollars sixty-six and a half cents.— 

Jom. Herald. 
A BILL concerning the Gold Coins of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted bythe Senate and House of ives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
hat the Gold Coins of the United States shall contain the 


General Lafayette. We annexed an account of the fu- 
neral from Galignani, and of them easures taken by the 


28th ult., says: — 


Con 


gold, and two hundred and fifty-eight grains of standard 
Id; each Half Eagle one bundred and sixteen grains of 
ne gold, and one hundred and twenty-nine grains of 
standard gold; each Quarter Eagle shail contain fifty- 
-_ grains of fine gold, and sixty-four and a half grains 
of standard gold; every such Eagle shall be of the value 
of ten dollars, every such Half Eagle shall be of the value 
of five dollars; and every such Quarter Eagle shall be of 
the value of two dollars and fifty cents; and the said gold 
coins shall be receivable in al! paymente, when of such 
weight, according to their said respective values, and 
when of less than such weight, at less values, proportioned 
to their respective actual weights. , 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That all standard gold 
and silver deposits for coinage, afier the thirty-first day 
of July next, shall be paid for in coin, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, within five days from the 
making such deposit, deducting froin the amotint of said 
deposit of gold and silver, one-half of one per centum: 
rovided, that no deduction shall be made unless said ad- 
vance he required by such depositor within forty days. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all gold coins of 
the United States, minted anterior to the thirty-first day 
of July next, shall be receivable in all payments, at the 
rate - ninety-four and eight-tenths of a cent per penny- 
weight, | 
_ Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be 
in force from and after the thirty-first day of July, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. 


Value of Foreign Gold—By the gold bill just passed, 
Sovereigns will be worth #485 a 987, 
$15,50 a 52. 


Distressing—A fire broke out about three o'clock in the 
morning, of the Ist inst., in the premises of Haydock & 
Co., druggists, 271 Pearl street, New York—partly occa- 
pied by them, and partly by Mr. Gall, also a druggist, as 
warehouses. About six o’clock, as several of the firemen 
who were in the fourth story were using their exertions to 
ee the flames spreading to the store of Messrs. Van 

ycek, dry good merchants, in the next building, the tim- 
bers gave way, and the wall fell inside and buried six of 
them in the ruins. The bodies of four of them were taken 
out very much burnt. After much labour during the whole 
day, in which several hundreds of the firemen and other 
citizens joined, the bodies of the other two, the lamented 
Eugene Underhill, and Frederick A. Ward, were, near 


sunset, taken from the ruins. 


Fire and Loss of Lives—The Cincinnati Gazette of the 
fire broke out on Thursday night, near 
Deer Creck Bridge, in this city, which destroyed three 


frame buildings, with all tiat the inhabitants possessed. 


What greatly adds to the calamityis the fact, that two 


children were consumed in the flames—both youths, say 
thirteen and fifteen years of age.” 


vongress—The Post Office Committee, appointed by 


; the House of Representatives to sit in the recess, are, it is 

how great a foretaste of the eternal joys of heaven, | of National Guards and troops of the Line, headed by | understood, to assemble in Washington on the 22d Sep- 
muffled drums and full military band; two pieces of cannon, | tember next. [The Senate Committee on the same sub- 

and detachment of the Ist Regt. of Artillery, with a nu- | ject meets on the 15th of the same month. ] 

merous body of cavalry of the 

the Royal carriages, th 


The Senate Commitiee of Finance, who are also in- 


ree private ones of the General, | structed to sit during the recess, will have a meeting forth- 
followed by another regiment of Lancers, seven private | with at Philadelphia; afier which they will, it is supposed, 


carriages, and a body of Municipal Guards, wound up the | sit fur some weeks in Washington before the meeting of 
procession. 


ss. [This Committee consists of Mr. Webster, 


Mr. Ewing, Mr. Mangum, and Mr. Tyler+Mr. Wilkins, 


military, occasioned considerable confusion previous to | the fifth member, vacating his seat by accepting the mis- 
1h arriving at the church, for want of room, the hearse being | sion to Russia.]—Nat. Intel. 
and join with the whole heavenly throng, in joyful | stopt on one occasion more than a quarter of an hour. 
The coffin was then taken into the church and the funeral 
ceremony being performed, the procession again pro- 
ceeded ; and notwithstanding the incalculable crowds as- 
sembled, has passed the Reu de la Paix, and is now, (as 
we are going to press) far advanced on the Boulevard, 
down with the consideration of a much more in-| With the most perfect order and regularity. 


The Polish Exiles—The bill from the Senate granting 


a township of land to two hundred and thirty-five emigrant 


Poles, having been amended by the House, was returned 


to the Senate with their non-concurrence in the amend- 
ment. 
be granted after ten years’ settlement thereon, upon pay- 
meut of the minimum price. 
resolved to insist on its amendment, and the Senate re- 
ceded from their disagreement, it being intimated that the 
Poles were willing to take the bill on the terms stipulated 
by the House. : 


The amendment provides, that the land titles shall 


After the debate, the House 


Gold—A correspondent of the New York Journal of 
ommence, gives the following information relative to the 


value of our gold produce: 


‘‘ Mr. Jones, who lives in the gold region, estimates the 


mee Id duct ,500 
ng of the citizens of the United States of America in a product of the next year at $2,500,000, pretty near a 


hird of the aggregate product o! the whole world. Mr. 


Paris, held on the 21st at the Hotel of the American Lega- | Campbell P. White, estimates the product of the southern 
| States, during the present year, at 2,000,000. In the 
ner of expressing their sorrow for the loss they and their | year 1833, was received from the southern 


States at the Mint, for coinage, and this sum, Mr. Jones 
thinks, was not half of the product of that year. 
fiud, too, upon reference to Mr. White’s bill, as it passed 
the House, great inducements are offered by it to the gold 
producers to bring their money to the Mint. 
obliged, by law, to exchange their pure gold for standard 
gold, thereby incurring a loss of twelve per cent, 
the new bill, they may deposit their gold and receive its 


You will 


Now they are 
But, by 


value, in five days thereafter, in coin, with the deduction 


days, they get the whole value.” 


Sting of Locusts—The Lancaster Union says—“‘ We 
were amoung those who discredited the stories published in 


the papets, stating the sting of locusts to be fatal; but we 
now have such a number of accounts in corroboration of 


the fact, that we can no longer doubt. Five or six cases 


have been stated {well authenticated) of children dying 


in consequence of their sting. Some people imagine that 
all locusts have the power of stinging, but this is a mistake. 
From what we can learn, we find that the poisonous lo- 
custs differ from the common ones in these particulars, 
viz. they are of a darker color, and the instrument by 
which they cause destruction, projects from the middle ot 
the under B pe of the body; it is about a half an inch in 
length, and of the thickness of a common sized pin. ‘This 
kind are very searce, and probably not one will be seen 
inathousand. It would be advisable for parents to cau- 
tion their children against handling these insects, as they 
appear very fond of them.” 


Fatal Explosion—On Sunday afternoon, June 29th, as 
the locomotive engine, attached to two cars loaded with 
Nee oa was starting from Yorkvilie, on the Harlem 

ail Road, on its return to New York, the boiler exploded, 


presented at this meeting, each furnish a member to con- | and was dashed to pieces against the rocks in the narrow 
: stitute the committee to address the letter of condolence } 
arises from the command of God, and the covenant | to the family of General Lafayeite: whereupon, the fol- | emigrant seated on the top of one of the cars, in the tem- 


passage, and a fragment which rebounded, struck an [rish 


ple, and killed him outright. No other damage was done 
than the severe sca!ding of the engineer, a young man. 


Mail Robbery—The Raleigh Register says, James Dal- 
lahite, a lad of about fourteen years of age, mail carrier 
from this city to Roxboruvugh, was detected by our vigi- 


He underwent an examination, 
and was committed for trial at the Federal Court in No- 
vember next. 


Letter of Condolence—Col. F. G. Skinner, of Baltimore, 
passenger in the Erie, Capt. Funk, is bearer of the letter 
of condolence from the President of the United States, 
addressed to the family of Lafayette, by the unanimous 
request of both Houses of Congress, to express the sorrow 
of the whole American people on the death of that iHustri- 


Deaf and Dumb—The Journal of Commerce states that 
the number of this unfortunate class of our population in 
the United States, is 1652 white persons under fourteen 
years of age; 1905 do., over fourteen aud under twenty- 
tive; 1806 do. over twenty-five; total whites, 5363; free 
colored persons of the same ages respectively, 273, 276, 
and 227; total free colored persons, 743; grand total 6106. 
The Blind in the United States and Territories, of free 
whites, amount, according to the last census, to 8974; of 
colored persons, 1470; total blind, 5444. 


Fort Delaware.—The sum of $79,000 has been appro- 


riated by Congress, for the purpose of rebuilding Fort 
laware on the ea Patch. 


Appointments hy the President—By and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate; 
Mahlon Dickerson, Secretary of the Navy, in the place 
of Levi Woodburry, resigned. 
Wikiam Wilkins, Envoy Extrordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Russia, in the place of Mahlon Dicker- 
son. 
William Hunter to be Charge d‘ Affaires to Brazil, in the 
place of Ethan A. Brown, resigned. 
Richard Pollard to be Charge 
place of John Hamm, resigned. ; 
Eben R. Dorr to be Consul for Buenos Ayres, in the 
place of Geo W. Slacum, removed. : 
William M. Gwin to be Marshal for the District of Mis- 
sissippi, in the place of Sumuel W. Dickson, appointed 
ceiver. | 
Humphrey H. Leavitt to be Judge for the District of 
> ome in the place of Benjamin Tappan. rejected by the 
enate. 
Charies Howard, Elisha Tibbets, and Levi Ellmaker, to 
be Directors of the Bank of the United States, in the place 
of Joseph White, Saul Alley, and Roberts Vaux, who de- 
cline the appointment. 


Fires, and their causes.—The Boson Transcript says— 
«© We present our readers with an instructive table of cau- 
ses of fires for the last five years : Candles carelessly used, 
16; incendiaries, 50; stoves, funnels and furnaces, 19; fire 
carelessly left, 16; unknown, &c. 115; ashes in wooden 
vessels, 12; sparks from chimneys on wooden buildings, 
éec. 43; defective chimneys and hearths, 33; boiling over 
of oil, spirits, tar, &c. 17; spontaneous combustion, 10; 
tinder box, 1; friction on machinery, 1; hot blower put in 
closet, 1 ;—total, 334; false alarms, 200. Whole num- 
ber of turn outs during the same time, 534; fires out of 
the city, 68 ; loss in the city $417,390; insured $117,588,” 


MARRIED 
On Tuesday evening, the Ist inst. by the Rev. H. A 
Boardman, McKetayn BucHanan, Purser in the U. S. 
Navy, to Frances SELINA, daughter of the late colonel 
Isaac Roberdeau, of U.S. Topographical Engineers. 


NEW BOOKS. 
‘THE Life of Rowland Hill; The Philosophy of Sleep; 
Sprague’s Hints to Christians; Fire-side Piety, by 
Jacob Abbou; The Corner Stone, by do. The Nun, by 
Mrs. Sherwood, first American edition. Just received 


si JOHN C. PECHIN, 


late firm of George, Latimer & Co. 
No. 13 south Foarth street: 


JUST PUBLISHED. 
mHE Memoirs of Miss Mary Jane Grabam, abridged 


day Schools. Stories for Boys and Girls. 


following quantities of metal, that is to say: gach oe 
shall contain two hundred afid thirty-two grains of fine 


| No. 13 south Fourth street. 


d’ Affaires to Chili in the |- 


THE BIBLICAL REPERTORY, 


AND 
THEOLOGICAL REVIEW; 


Conducted by an Association of Gentlemen in Prince- 
ton, New-Jersey, and published Quartefly, in Janua- 
ry, April, July, and October: by 


| WILLIAM S. MARTIEN, 
No. 9 George street, Philadelphia. 


Bisticat Rerertory was begun at Princcton 

a 1825, by the Rev. Hones, Professor of 
Biblical Literature in the Theological Seminary, who 
was fora number of ycars its Editor. For thé fast four 
years it has been under the Editorial care of the Rev. 
James W. Avexanver. ‘Phe original intention of the 
conductors Was to make it a repository of rare or valua- 
ble treatises in the department of Saéred Criticism and 
Biblical Interpretation, and it was the earlicst publica- 
tion of the kind in America. In 1829 the plan of thé 
work was sd far enlarged as to take in the whole field 
of Theological scienee, without however losing sight of 
its primary aim. ae 
Notwithstanding many difficulties, it has éonfinued 
for almost ten years to enjoy much patronage, 4 the 
vehicle of important information; and it is no assump- 
tinn to say, that few works, during an equal period, 
have issned a greater amount of useful matter, appro- 
priate to the wants and circumstances of the Christian 
erie, and especially, of clergymen and men of letters. 

t has at all times exhibited and defended the doctrinal 
standards and distinctive polity of the Presbyterian 
Church. The articles which fill its volumes, have, in 
a majority of instances, proceeded from writers who 
possess the confidence of the church. These have 
given a full view of the most interesting contfoversies, 
and have presented a fair survey of religious literature 
and the state of theological opinion; by means of Re- 
views, Original Essays, and Translations. 


TERMS. | 
Each number contains about ome hundred and fifty 
pages, octavo. Price—Turer Dottars per annum, 
in advance; of, and Firry Cents, if 
paid during the year. 
Subscriptions will be gratefully teceived by the Pubs 
lishet, or any of the following Agents i 
Baltimore, J. W. Tirtarp: 
Boston, Mess., Crocker & Brewster, Booksellers. 
New-York, J. P. Haven, Bookseller, and S, Brows; 
Office of the Seaman's Friend, 82 Nassau street. 
Albany, N. Y., W. C. Littir, Bookseller. 
Princeton, N. J., S. D, Campse.t, in the Seminary: 
New Brunswick, N. J., Rev. J. H. Jonts. 
Pittsburg, Pa., Rosert Patterson, Bookseller. 
Union Seminary, Prince Edward, The Lisrarian 
Natches, Miss., Rev; Bensamin Ctiast, 


There are a few complete sets of the work on hand, 
commencing with the New Series, in 1829. The 
will be furnished, at a reduced rate, to New Sub- 
scribers, who may wish them. . 


NEW BOOKS. _ 

RIDGEWATER TREATISES, No. VIII.—Chemis« 

iry, Meteorology, and the Function of Digestion, 
considered with reference to Natural Theology. By 
William Prout, M. D., F. R. S., &e. 
Harper’s Family Library, No. .XXI.—The principles 
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1 vol folio; Latin Bible (illuminated) 1 vol folio; Gussetii 
Commeantarii (Heb. Ling.) 1 vol folio; Vulgate Bible 2 
vols folio; Brown’s Conjectures on the New Testament; 
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London and German Books. - 
NEW BOOKS. 
The 5th volume of Bridgewater Treatises; The Nun by 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


SPEECH OF THE REV. 8S. G. WINCHESTER, 


in the General Assembly, May, 18384, in defence the Act 
Philadelphia, in the of the Second 
of Philadelphia. 


(Concluded. 
Moderator, I have thus attempted to follow the complainants in 


Second Presbyteries. But the complaint acknowledges this division | the case, they are summoned to witness his execution. Sir, that| 
by declaring, that “‘in consequence of this defect (using the informal | Presbytery have submitted to you the serious question, whether or no 


word ‘divide’) the Presbytery of Philadelphia 
to exist in Presbyterial order.” But if no division was really ef-| your answer, have asked you to witness their Presbyterial acts! 
fected, because of informality, then the Presbytery of Philadelphia| Delicacy, Moderator, if not a respect to the opinion of this court, 
does exist, as constituted by the union of the two. The informality | should have dictated a different course, and have induced them at 
of the instrument might be said to render doubtful the existence of | least, to await your answer with dignity and decorum. Sir, I must 
the New Second Presbytery, but not the First. Besides, if only that | regard such proceedings, either as a too confident reliance on the par- 


=== 


“If the whole Presbyterian Church, represented in the General 
Assembly, to which it is the peculiar privilege of the humblest indi- 
vidual in any one of our Presbyterian congregations to bring his 
cause, without contumacy, for ultimate decision, shall confirm the 
doings of the Synod against us, we shall, like good Presbyterians, 
subinit to its decisions, without following the example of nullification 
which has been set us by the Synod of Philadelphia, or shall respect- 
fully withdraw ourselves from that extended, honourable, orthodox and 


must be held not yet| they have any existence at all as a Presbytery, and before receiving 


the argument on the power of the Assembly to erect new Presbyte- 
ries within the bounds of a Synod, although, as I before remarked, 
this is not the question now before the court. Admitting, for the sake 
of argument, that the Assembly have this power, in what possible way 
does it affect this case? You are not now asked to decide whether 


the Assembly may unite and divide Presbyteries, but whether Synod 
may not perform these acts. It is strictly a question as to the power 


of Synod: and ought not to have been embarrassed by extraneous 
_ difficulties, nor by irrelevant discussion. 


been even touched except by one of the complainants, 


that the question before you was, 


And this question has not 
and by him, 
only touched. A stranger, ignorant of the real point in debate, 
never could have conjectured from the argument of the complainants, 
| had the Synod of Philadelphia 


part of the action of Synod which contemplates the division be null 
and void, the objection we are considering cannot effect the union 
of the two Presbyteries, which therefore was not a nullity. The 
validity of the union, and of course the annihilation of the former 
Second Presbytery by that union, are resolved into the first question 
as to the power of Synod, which we have already discussed. And 
from this second difficulty which respects the validity of the division, 
the complainants can derive no advantage. 

The complainants say, “ The united Presbytery of the foregoing 
minute having been divided, and the continued existence of the for- 
mer Presbytery of Philadelphia, not having been declared, some time 
should have been named for the constitution of the Presbytery south 
of Market street; and in consequence of this defect, the Presbytery 


tialities of this Assembly, and a too bold presumption upon your party 
spirit, or as a practical disregard of whatever judgment you may ten- 
der in the case. . 

Although-these acts are wholly unconstitutional, irregular, oppres- 
sive, and void as to authority, yet you must not be surprised if they be 
urged before this court, as reasons for hearing and sustaining the ap- 
peal andcomplaint. It will perhaps, be said with great earnestness— 
*O do not sanction the proceedings of Synod, for if so, in what a pre- 
dicament will you place some good brethren and churches?” Thus, 
Sir, the very gaping, bleeding wounds, which have been inflicted upon 
our suffering and trampled Constitution and discipline, will be urged 
as reasons for not applying an efficient remedy, and raising it from the 
dust of the carth. 


pious denomination of Christians to which we now belong.” 

They do indeed throw out this threat in the cautious form of an 
alternative to submission. But if ‘submission to the Assembly, 
right or wrong,” be their motto, why hint at a withdrawal from your 
connection? [ regard this insinuation, Moderator, as bringing in an 
extrancous influence, calculated, if not designed, to bias improperly 
the minds of this court. It is throwing this house upon a balance, 
and compelling them to decide between the propriety of sustaining 
the Constitution, and the expediency of a measure which may drive 
the complainants to a secession. But, Moderator, you need never 
apprehend a secession from that quarter. ‘The orthodox may be 
driven, by ultra measures, to a secession. They, in all ages of the 
church, have been the seceders. Errorists never secede, when they 


the right to do the thing now complained of by the Second Presby- 
tery. Were the complainants afraid to grapple with this question, 
or was it designedly passed over, without even a respectful notice, in 
order that their arguments may be reserved for their reply, to which, 
according to your adopted order, we are not at liberty to rejoin? 

But Jet us hasten to the consideration of the Synodical act itself. 
And in relation to it there are two points. 1. The expediency of it. 
2. The constitutionality of it. 

1. As to its expediency, that is a question which the Book refers 
to the wisdom and discretion of the Synod itself. 2. As to the 
right of Synod to do the act complained of, there are two questions 
to be considered. 

1. Does the Constitution give to Synod the power in question? 

2. Can the Synod constitutionally exercise this power in opposition 
to the judgment of the General Assembly clearly and previously ex- 
pressed 1 | 

1. On the first point we shall cite the Constitution, as suffi- 
ciently explicit and satisfactory. ‘The Synod has power to receive 
and issue all appeals, &c. &c.; to erect new Presbytcries, and 
unite or divide those which were before erected; generally to take 
such order with respect to Presbyteries, sessions, and people under 
their care, as may be in conformity with the word of God, and the 
established rules, and which tend to promote the edification of the 
church.” See Form of Government, Chap. XI. § [V. Here we 
conceive the power under consideration to be expressly granted to 
the Synod. | 

2. On the second point, let it be observed that the power 
thus granted is not restricted by any subsequent provisions, but 
extends to the union and division of Presbyteries “which were 
before erected,” whether by the General Assembly or any other body 
claiming a similar authority. In order to make the Book speak the 
language of the complainants, it should have been added immediately 
after the words “ before erected,” except where either or both of the 
Presbyteries have been erected by the General Assembly, or except 
where that body has expressed a contrary judgment. But the framers 
of the Book never dreamed of that legislating construction which is 
now advocated and applied. In giving to the Synod the power of 
uniting, they never supposed that the Assembly possessed the power 
of dividing, or that their judgment could obstruct the exercise of 
constitutional power by the Synod. 

That the Synod cannot exercise this power in opposition to the 
judgment of the Assembly, is a mere inference. If not, point out 
the passage where the restriction of power is expressed. But be it 
remembered that the delegatign of power to the Synod is explicit 
and undeniable. Now, it is a plain principle, that noinference or 
implication, unless it be necessary and inevitable, can possibly affect 
the clearly ascertained rights of an individual or a body. An ex- 
press grant of power is never to be restricted by a mere inference. 
Again, the delegation of this power to the Synod was not by the As- 
sembly, but by the Presbytcries in their adoption of the Constitution. 
And can the General Assembly restrict a power which they nevcr 
granted? The General Assembly have no authority to grant to the 
Synod such a power as is now in question, supposing the Synod did 
not already possess it. And can the General Assembly restrict or 
modify a power which they are not competent to grant? If the 
General Assembly by the previous expression of their judgment in a 
case, may debar the Synod from the exercise of a constitutional 
power, then the Assembly may virtually set aside so much of the 
Constitution as guarantees that power to the Synod. This is con- 
solidation with a vengeance ! 

The doctrine, then, which we oppose, is this—that the General As- 
sembly, in the enumeration of whose powers that of uniting and 
dividing Presbyteries is not even hinted at, may nevertheless at plea- 
sure exercise it, without the possibility of being debarred, even by 
‘the previously expressed judgment of a higher judicatory; while the 
Synod, to whom this power in so many words is expressly granted, 
cannot exercise it, if the Assembly forbid it by a previous judgment. 
And all this, be it remembered, is bare and bald inference. 7 

The Constitution says to the Synod, you may divide and unite 
Presbyteries before erected. ‘The Assembly says, you shall not- 
The Constitution gives the power, and the Assembly forbids its exer- 
cise. Here then then is a Controversy between the Constitution and 
the Assembl y—between the instrument creating, and the body created. 
The Book declares that the Assembly have no power to alter or 
amend the Constitution, but it is inferred, that the Assembly may, 
in a given instance, set aside the Constitution, and overrule its ex- 
press provisions. | 

The only question then that it seems necessary to settle on. this 
— is, whether or not the Synod have the right in question: if 

ey have, it is plain that no other authority, inferior to that which 
granted it, (viz: the Constitution) can possibly destroy or abridge it. 
The contrary would be a contradiction in terms. 3 

It is indeed asserted in so many words, that because the Assembly di- 
vided the Presbytery of Philadelphia, therefore the Synod can never 
unite them again. This is going a step farther still. It is contending not 
only that the Assembly has the power of dividing the Presbytery, but 
that the Synod have no right ever to unite them again. When a 
Svnod divides a Presbytery, and whose right to do so is not ques- 
tioned, that Synod may unite them again when it sees proper; but 
when the Assembly divides a Presbytery, whose right is not only 
questioned, but denied, the Synod can never unite them! From 
this construction it would seem that the wrongfulness of the act, 
makes it itreversible! We had thought it quite sufficient for the 
Assembly to claim the power of uniting and dividing Presbyteries, 
but that it should push its claim so far as to deprive the Synod of a 
similar power, when clearly and undeniably granted to it by the Con- 
stitution, is preposterous. Are the acts of the Assembly like the 
laws of the Medes and Persians? Is the affinity Presbytery, that pet 
of the Assembly, that only begotten child, that offspring of unlawful 
love; is that Presbytery an independent, and immortal body, in the 
bosom of the Synod; yet beyond its control, and not subject to its 
constitutional jurisdiction? I ask, Moderator, can the Assembly at- 
tach to a Synod, and is a Synod bound to receive a Presbytery, which 
it may not control, divide or destroy, as it may the other Presbyteries 
within its bounds? What an anomaly in the Presbyterian church ! 

But it is contended by the complainants, that the act of Synod 
was void, either because of want of power in the Synod, or because 
of the informality of the act. For you will notice that they regard 
the act of Synod only as an “attempt” to do the thing “ designed.” 
“The Presbytery thus aftempted to be annihilated,” &c., is their lan- 

guage. And the same idea is studiously held up throughout the 
paper, and yet they have made this mere “ attempt” and “ design” 
the subject matter of a grave and formal appeal! With one breath 
they declare the act of Synod to be void, and a mere “attempt,” and 
with the next, contradict themselves, by acknowledging that there 
was something done from which they appeal, and of which they com- 
plain. They surely do not mean to mock and sport with the Assem- 


of Philadelphia must be held not yet to exist in Presbyterial order.” 


But, Sir, it is hoped that the rashnes and indiscretion of excit- 


can * divide and conquer.” 


If the complainants, and those who sym- 


Vil. 


ment on the act of Synod to this effect. 


to cherish and continue in existence. 


opinion thus expressed is, that the Presbytery 


longer exists in Presbyterial order.” The intention of Synod is fully 
admitted in the appeal and complaint. The appeal professes to be 
against what the Synod attempted and designed to do. 
“from so much of the above recited decision as was designed to 
unite the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia with the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia.”” You will here observe a singular dilemma in which 
They contend that either from 
informality or want of power, or from both, the act of Synod was 
void; and yet that it was effectual in destroying the existence of the 
If the act of Synod was void, being 
amere “attempt” and “ design,” with what propriety could they 
say that in consequence of it, “ the Presbytery of Philadelphia must 


these appealing brethren are placed. 
Presbytery of Philadelphia. 
be held not yet to exist in Presbyterial order?” 


constitute them a new Presbytery. 


fore your bar as a party with an appeal? 


I some time since promised to notice. 


This is a curious specimen of Presbyterial exposition. 
The Synod of Philadel- 
phia in attempting to destroy the Presbyterial existence of the 
former Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, though this was their de- 
clared object, have nevertheless entirely missed the mark, and unwit- 
tingly given a fatal blow to the old Mother, whom the Synod designed 
The official expression of the 
ahove opinion by the former Second Presbytery, after the act of Sy- 
nod, is a declaration of their own continued existence, while the 


_ By dividing the Presbytery of Philadelphia, the Synod meant to set 
off all those ministers and churches north of Market strect, a d to 
And that the first Presbytery 
should continue to exist, with the addition of all those south of said 

But if, for any cause, the act of Synod was void, and if this As- 
sembly should so declare it, how can the Second Presbytery appear be- 
If the act be void, then 
that Presbytery was not a constituent member of Synod, or if it 
were, it was made so by the act of Assembly in 1832. This is tie point 
The act of the Assembly is 


ed brethren, will not be listened to by this court, as arguments in a 
question, so vitally affecting the Constitution and character of our 
church. 

Moderator, of what does the Second Presbytery complain? Is it 
of the whole act of Synod, or of a part only? At one time it is con- 
tended by the complainants that the act of Synod must be regarded 
as but one act, and at another time, that it must be regarded as a 
series of separate acts. If the act be treated as one, then their re- 
ception is a matter of complaint. They have, indeed, specified so 
much of the act as unites them to the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 
But if this were perfectly within the power of Synod, it cannot be the 
subject matter of complaint, unless it can be shown to have been a 
wrongful exercise of power. When the Assembly attached that Pres- 
bytery to the Synod, it invested the Synod with the constitutional con- 
trol of it. Of this the complainants seem to have been aware, when they 
specify as the ground of complaint, that as a Presbytery they were not 
consulted. On this point I observe, first, that inasmuch as the opin- 
ion and feelings of that Presbytery on this subject were notorious, 
and familiar to all, it would have been a mock procedure, a mere 
sham consultation, had they been previously conferred with, in rela- 
tion to the measure. Besides, was the Presbytery of Philadelphia 
consulted when they were divided by the Assembly? It is certainly 
proper that there should be consultation, in ordinary cases, but when 
by their published acts the views of the Second Presbytery are well 
-known, there is no occasion for such consultation, and no favourable 
results could follow from it. The ground of complaint, therefore, is a 
mere quibble, and betrays the meagerness of the cause of which it is 
apart. I observe, secondly, that if the Assembly sustain the com- 
plaint on that ground, it is hoped for their own sakes, that they 
will be consistent with themselves. I understand, that if the affi- 
nity Presbytery be re-erected, an application will be made to you, 
for the erection of an affinity Synod for its especial accommodation. 
Consistency, as well as common justice, will require, that before the 
request be granted, the Synod of Philadelphia be consulted on the 


bolize with them, are such lovers of peace, and do so sincerely desire 
it, why do they not Icave us, and cease to be the o€casion, if not the 
cause, of strife in our midst. Let them leave us, and the sword of 
internal controversy will be sheathed, before the setting of to-mor- 
row’s sun. 

Moderator, the Synod of Philadelphia adopted the measure now com- 
plained of, as a measure of peace. It was sincerely believed by its 
advocates that it would be so regarded by the church_ generally, and 
that it would satisfy every reasonable and pacific mind in the affinity 
Presbytery. It was dictated by no party feelings. It was the only 
alternative to a continued rejection of that Presbytery. Had it beer 
a party measure, you would have found a very different array of 
names on both sides of the question. It-was, indeed, in opposition 
to the principle of elective affinity. This principle the Synod do 
both “condemn and reprobate.” And they have yet not learned to 
act on the principles which they condemn in others. Should they 
become imbued with the spirit of “improvement,” | know not what 
they might do hereafter. ‘The Synod could not sanction the exist- 
ence of such a Presbytery in their bosom. They believed it to be not 
only at variance with, but destructive of, the Constitution. You are, 
nevertheless, asked to continue it. You are asked again to sanction 
and act upon this prescribed principle. Let those who condemn 
this principle, and who will yet vote to sustain this Presbytery, Jus- 
tify their consistency, and reconcile their conduct, at the bar of pub- 
lic judgment, of conscience, and of God. 

Should you again erect that Presbytery, and leave it under the 
control of Synod, the same disposition may be made of it next fall, 
as that now complained of. The Constitution of the church gives 
to Synod this right, and you can neither destroy nor abridge it. 
Besides, you will in that case, put the Third Presbyterian church of 
this city, in that awkward predicament, in which it was placed by 
the wisdom of the Assembly of 1832. ‘The different sessions em- 
braced in the New Presbytery, had their election to go with the New 
or remain with the Old. ‘That session have remained in connection 


It is acom- 


of Philadelphia ‘no 


They appeal 


very explicit: “* Resolvea, that said Second Presbytery of Philadelphia 
is hereby declared to belong to the Synod of Philadelphia, and is at- 
tached to the same as an integral part thereof.” Minutes for 1832, 


subject. We shall see, Moderator, and the world shall see, whether 
you are disposed to dispense even handed justice, or whether, for 
party purposes, you will blow hot and‘cold with the same breath. Do 


with the Old.* But should their pastor, Dr. Ely, who belongs to the 
New Presbytery, wish to be separated from his present pastoral 


p- 322. 


and still continues such. 
years. 


If so, it has been 


amalgamated them. 


From this it appears that in the judgment of the Assembly, 
that Presbytery was in fact made a member of the Synod at that time, 


But the complainants have told you, that their connexion with 
the Synod was only momentary—that the same act which received, 
This is the burden of their complaint. 


charge, which Presbytery would be competent to dissolve the pastoral 
relation? Here is a difficulty which it becomes you to obviate. 

We now leave the case with God and this court. On your deci- 
sion much depends. On you devolves, at this crisis, a fearful respon- 
sibility. Act in the fear of God, and in view of the judgment day. 
For the effects of your vote in this case, will, | doubt not, be felt by 
generations vet unborn. 


not, I beseech you, Moderator, expose yourself to the indignant cen- 
sure of the community, by doing for a spoiled child, a favourite of your 
regards, the very thing for which you are about to condemn the Synod 
of Philadelphia. ‘Consistency is a jewel.” Do not give to the 
world a just occasion to remark, that you have adopted the odious, 
Jesuitical maxim—* the end sanctifies the means.” Do not act un- 


in the Synod for two 


The 


matter as you please. 
mitted you to a favourable entertainment of our appeal at this time, | tt 
and we are therefore determired to act in accordance with what, in | "hed from the private papers of the deceased. 
our opinion, your decision ought lo be.” 


Assembly will surely adhere to its own minute in the case. For it 
is a material argument with the complainants, that the Assembly 
should recognize and maintain is own acts. The Assembly must re- 
gard that Presbytery as having been really connected with the Synod 
from the date ofitsown minute. Ifso, the ground of complaint has no 
existence, for instead of being in the Synod but for a moment, they have 
been in it for two years. And pray, Moderator, how long must a 
Presbytery be in connexion with a Synod before that Synod can ex- 
ercise its authority in dividing it? If two years are not sufficient, 
how many are? But if that Presbytery were not a member of Synod 
line, who belonged to the former Second Presbytery. Not one mem- 


ber in Synod doubted for a moment what was the intention of 


Synod. No one even suggested the difficulty now made. Is it for 
a moment to be supposed, that the Synod would deliberately annihi- 
late the Presbytery of Philadelphia without making Pre: byterial pro- 
vision for its members? And is it to be supposed, that when the 
Synod added members to that Presbytery, they intended by that act, to 
destroy its existence? Preposterous! Again, the fact of the Sy- 
nod’s taking no order for the organization of the Old Presbytery, suf- 
ficiently declares their meaning. If they had considered that Pres- 
bytery to be newly created by their act of division, would they not 
have taken order for its proper organization, as they did for the or- 
ganization of the New Second Presbytery? Construe this remedial 
act liberally, compare one part of it with another, and consult the 
evident intention of the Synod, and that must be a strangely pervert- 
ed mind, which can still regard the act of Synod a nullity, in whole, 
or in part, because of informality. 

As to the difficulty which some profess to feel in regard to the lo- 
cation of some of the members of the Presbyteries, it is only neces- 
sary to observe that they have a residence somewhere. They are not 
without “a local habitation or a name.” The line dividing the two 
Preshyteries, extends ‘as far as necessary,” that is, round the globe, 
if it be “necessary.” It is easily ascertained who reside north and 
who reside south of said line. : 
till received in the fall of 1833, by the act now complained of, how, 
I ask again, can they appear as a party at your bar with an appeal ? 
Besides, if they were not in connexion with the Synod till 1833, it must 
be in consequence of the refusal of the Synod to receive them in the 
fall of 1832. But that refusal you have called nullification, and have 
declared void, by still recognizing them on your minutes as in con- 
nexion with that Synod. How do these things hang together? I 
confess, Moderator, that this is a dilemma, from which the complain- 
ants cannot be easily extricated. 

We have heard much of nullification. But who, in the case before 

you, are the nullifiers? ‘The Synod who have received the Second 
Presbytery under the order of the Assembly, or the Second Presbytery: 
in resisting the acknowledged authority of the Synod? Must the 
Constitution of the Church be made to bend to the will and wishes 
of a party, and that party a minority in the Synod whose act is thus 
resisted ? 
The acknowledged constitutional authority of the Synod, in the 
present instance, has been openly, avowedly, and perseveringly re- 
sisted by the Second Presbytery, with a confident reliance upon the 
countenance and support of this Assembly. Their act of nullifica- 
tion, however, is attempted to be shielded, if not concealed, by an ap- 
peal an. complaint. By this appeal and complaint, they have volun- 
tarily placed the matter sub judice before the supreme judica- 
tory, but such is their confident hope of a favourable decision 
by this body, that they ventured to act upon an anticipated de- 
cision. They appealed to the Assembly and then proceeded to 
decide their own appeal, by continuing to act as if the Synod 
had passed no order on the subject. Thus taking the law into 
their own hands, they have both presumed upon, and anticipated the 
judgment of the Assembly in the case which they have gravely sub- 
mitted to them. Is not that Presbytery at present acting just as if 
the Assembly had decided in their favour? 


It is saying—* Gentlemen of the Assembly! You may decide this 


Your previous decisions in our case, have com- 


The former Second Presbytery, since their dissolution by the ac- 


bly, by complaining of an act that was not done, but only designed | knowledged constitutional authority, proceeded to ordain and install a 


and attempted. 


Why buckle on their armour and march forth to| brother. 


They also received and licensed a candidate, whu had been 


fight a shadow. Carrying out the idea, that the act of Synod was| dismissed from the Presbytery of Philadelphia to a Presbytery in Vir- 
void, and therefore could not affect their Presbyterial existence, they |giniae They have taken from a church session, over whom they have 


constitutionally for the sake of expediency, as you have been exhorted 
to do. 

It has been affirmed that the Synod refused to divide the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia in any way. This is true. And Mr. Patterson has 
stated to you that this was the ground of complaint in 1832. Sir, 
when the doctrine of elective affinity was of doubtful popularity, the 
argument for division was, extent of territory and the press of business. 
But on the floor of Synod, a division on geographical principles was 
strenuously opposed by those who argued for a division on the above 
grounds, It was contended, that the Assembly had recommended a 
division in such a way as would promote peace. But the Synod were 
not allowed to judge of what mode of division would promote peace 
within its own bounds. And the Assembly must be called in to 
legislate for a Synod, with whose local interests and peculiar circum- 
stances the great majority of the Assembly were perfectly ignorant. 
And, Sir, did they effect such a division as lessened the “extent of 
territory?” Sir, have they not erected a Presbytery, whose limits, 
if indeed it can be said to have apy at all, are co-extensive with those 
of the General Assembly? Sir, it is a new General Assembly, a new 
and distinct denomination, that you have erected in our bosom. And 
such a division is the only one to which the complainants would sub- 
mit. They now tell you, by their complaint, that they will have no 
other. They dictate to you as to the course you are to pursue in 
their case. And if you refuse to listen to that dictation, you are 


* Dr. Ely contradicted this statement, and gave an explanation, in con- 
nection with the record of his session in the ease. But it can be proved that 
not one member of his session (including the Doctor himself, up to the 
time when he thought it politic to change his opinion) understood the act 
of session read by him in the Assembly, in the sense in which he explained 
it. The proof, apart from the individual opinion of each member, is fur- 
nished by a subsequent sessional act, viz: the appointment of one of their 
number to attend the meeting of the Old Presbytery. And if this appoint- 
ment be not recorded in the session book, it may be accounted for, by the 
fact, that Dr. Ely is both Moderator and Clerk of session. But a new explana- 
tion is now given of the record of session, read in the Assembly, by which 
it is made to speak what the session, as then constituted, never intended it 
should mean. 

While preparing this speech for the press, I addressed a very respectful 
note to Dr. Ely, requesting him to favour me with a copy of the minute of 
session read by him in the Assembly. My object was, to see if I had 
misrepresented the case, and if so, to correct it in the printed speech. I 
received the following rep]y—on which I make no other comment than this— 
that whatever charges against me are insinuated in the note I indignantly 
repel as false and slanderous. 


‘‘ The Rev. Mr. Winchester is respectfully informed, that those persons 
who have endeavoured to sow dissension in the Third Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia, will have the opportunity of reading the record of session, 
for which he has inquired, in due time. 

Ezra Strives 


threatened with desertion. They say— 


Philadelphia, June 16, 1834.” 


EMERSON’S MEMOIRS. 

UST RECEIVED—Memoirs of the Rev. Joseph 
Emerson, author of “ Evangelical Primer,” “ Bibli- 

cal Outlines;” b 


Prof. Kalph Emerson, of Andover, 
Mass. For sale by 


H. PERKINS, 


PRIVATE BOARDING SCHOOL. 
MORRISTOWN, N. J. 
RMS—Touition in Latin, Greek or English, Board, 


CHARLES CLIFFORD. 
oe the title of the latest publication of the American 
Sunday School Union. It is the work of the author: 
of “ The Only Son,” aud is issued in a similar style with 


159 Chesnut street. 
BARNES’ NOTES. 


signed for Sunday School T 
Classes, by Albert Barnes, in 2 vols. 3d edition. 
THE N 


London edition. This day published and for sale by 
J. WHETHAM, 
22 south Fourth strect. 


EXTRA BLACK TEAS. 

UST received from New York, seven chests of extra- 

J ordinary fine BLACK TEA, it being without excep- 
tion, the best we ever met with, and which we are confi- 
dent cannot fail to please the lowers of good Black Teas. 


BALDWIN & COLTON. 
2444 Market street above 7th south side, and 
W. corner 2d and Dock streets. 


WHARTON’S REMAINS. 7 

ILLIAM STAVELY, No. 12 Pear street, Philadel- 
phia, has just published. in 2 vols. royal 12mo. 
Price—§2 50, 
The Remains of the Rev. Charles Wharton, DD. with 

a Memoir of his Life, by the Rt. Rev. George Washing- 
ton Doane, D. D., Bishop of the Diocese of New Jersey. 
The Remains of Dr. Wharton now collected, consists of 
the celebrated tracts in controversy, with Archbishop 
Carroll, and others, on the principal points at issue be- 
tween the Protestant and Roman Churches, a selection 
from his Sermons, and some miscellaneous pieces in 
literature and theology. The controversial writings of 
Dr, Wharton, are too well known to need a word of re- 
commendation, The volume 1s well described in the 
British Review, as “a store-house of information to the 
sincere inquiring Protestant.” They are known to have 
been for some time out of print; and their publication is 
regarded as a most valuable contribution to the cause of 
truth, and at the present period, peculiarly interesting and 
opportune. Few persons have ever brought to the dis- 
cussion of this important subject, greater advantages than 
Dr. Wharton, baving been thoroughly educated in the 
most distinguished seminaries of the Jesuits, and having 
held orders in the Church of Rome during the ten years 
preceding his adoption of the Protestant faith; and in no 
instance, it may be said without the fear of contradiction, 
has the pen of controversy been more entirely guided by 
a Christian spirit. The sermons and miscellaneous pieces 
printed in this edition, are selected from the productions 
of one who for nearly fifty years stood in the very first 
rank of American scholars and divines. The sermon 
preached on the occasion of his death forms the basis of 
the memoir, enlarged from authentic sources, and en- 


The work can be had of the Booksellers, general! 
throughout the United States, cs: 


Epvucation Rooms, 
_ _ Philadelphia, June 2d, 1834. 
The Christian Public is much indebted to Bishop Deane, 
for the new edition of the Rev. Dr. Wharton’s controver- 
sy with Archbishop Carroll. The work is, 1 think, one of 
much value. Dr. Wharton, havjng once been a Papist 


NOTES Explanatory avd Practical on the Gospels, de- 
eachers, and Bible 


The Nun, by Mrs. Sherwood, first American from the 


~~ | Astronomy, Natural Philosophy, Botany, Geography, 


Washing, Fuel and Liglits, per Session, $70 00 
EXTRA CHARGES. 

FRENCH, ; By a Gentleman educated at Paris $10 00 

SPanisy, and Madrid, - - $10 0C 

BoaRD in each Vacation, - - - $10 00 


There will be two Sessions in each year of twenty-two 
weeks, commencing the First Monday in May and the 
First Monday in November. 

The subscriber will constantly have the aid of a gentle- 
man whose whole attention will be directed to the English 
branches, among which, the following will be taught: 


Arithmetic, Algebra, Trigonometry, Surveying, &c. with 
suituble apparatus for illustrations 
Boarders to find their own bed, bedding, and cot—if pre- 
ferred, they will be furnished at $10 a session. 
No student to be receiv.-d for a less time than one Ses- 
sion, and no deduction to be made for voluntary absence. 
Payment to be made at the commencement of each 
Session in advance. 


April 117, 1834.—4. 


MARSHALL ON SANCTIFICATION. 
6 ee Gospel Mystery of Sanctification opened, in 
several Practical Directions: to which is added, a 
Sermon on Justification; by Walter Marshall, late 
Preacher of the Gospel. Just published, and for sale by 
William S. Young, No. 173 Race street. For sale, also, 
by A. Towar, James street. Hogan & Thomson, No. 1394 
Market street. J. Whetham,. No. 22 South Fourth street, 
and George, Latimer & Co. No. 13 South Fourth St. 4t- 


_ CHEAP THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 
WEN’S Works 21 vols Owen’s on the Hebrews. 
Owen’s Select Works. Owen on the Scriptures. 
Lightfoot’s works in 13 vols. Bloomfield’s Critical Digest. 
Fuller’s Works, new edition, 2 vols Robert Hall’s Works, 
vols. Dwight’s Theology 4 vols Horne’s Introduction, 
4 vols Edward’s works complete 10 vols. M’Gaven’s Pro- 
testant in 2 vols Stewart on the Hebrew. Do the Ro- 
mans. Maltbrun’s Geography in 6 vols. Macgee on the 
Atonement; Simeon’s Works complete in 21 vols; Divines 
of the Church of Englaud ; Anthon’s Lemprier in 2 vols; 
Newton’s Works; Newton on the Prophecy; Romain’s 
Works complete ; Tillotson’s Works complete in 10 vels ; 
Rosenmuller on the New Testament; Schlensner’s Lexi- 
con in 3 vols; Poole’s Synopsis in 5 vols; Jay’s Works 
complete in 3 vols; Mason’s Works in 4 vols; Baxter’s 
Theology; Louth on Isaiah; Watson’s Body of Divinity, 


new edition. 
NEW BOOKS. 


ry; New York Controversy; Huston on 
1e Corner Stone, by Abbott; Fire Side Piety, 
7 do. Family at Home; Philosophy of Sleep; Christian 
xperience ; Councils of the Aged to the Young, by A. 
Alexander, D.D.; the Beauties of Rob Hall; a Manual on 
the Sabbath, by Jobn H. Aguew Professor of Languages, 
Washington College, Pa. with an introductory Essay by 
Dr. Miller, of Princeton, N. J ; Sketches by Mrs. Sigour- 
ney; Dr. Payson’s Select Thoughts. 
ust received, and for sale by 
Gronce, Latimer & Co. 


ALFRED CHESTER. 


History of Po 
Revivals; The 


that popular volume. Charles Clifford is deeply impres- 
sed by the last admonition of his dying mother, to love and 
serve God, and exhibits the influence of Christianity in his 
progress through school, and in various scenes of youth- 
fal temptation. The story shows that no young man will | 
really be a loser by trying to do what God commands. 
Though he may be opposed and ridiculed, yet in the end 
even his enemies will approved of his conduct. 

Price 36 cents. For sale at No. 146 Chesnut street and 
at all the Depositories of the Society. 


THE CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
_e General Assembly, at their late meeting, having 

taken off the copy right from the Confession of 
Faith enables the subscriber (who has the work stereotyp- 
ed) to furnish the book to Congregations, Merchants, and | 
others, at the following low prices, viz.—25 copies 38 cis. 

00 do. 35.—500 do. unbound 20.—1000 do. 19. 
ALEXANDER TOWER 
No. 19 St. James street. 
IN PRESS. 

A new and fine edition of the above, also a new edition 


of the Form of Church Government, 
June 19.—3t 


BARNES’ DISCOURSES. 


BARNES’ DISCOURSES, on the causes of Intempe- 
rance in Cities and Large Towns, lately published, 

and for sale at the Temperance and Tract Depository, 

14 South Fifth street, and at several of the Book Stores. 


‘O! read, and ponder it, all ye people.’ 


SIDNEY’S LIFE OF ROWLAND HILL. 


(PE Life of the Rev. Rowland Hill, A. M. by the Rev. 
E..win Sidney, A. M. 


Quitting with daily labour all my pleasure 
To gain, at harvest, an eternal treasure. 


First American edition, this day published and for sale 
by J. WHETHaM, 
22 South Fourth st. 


PSALMS & HYMNS. 


A PP ROVED by the General Assembly of the Presby- 
 terian Church, and for sale b 
| SOLOMON ALLEN, 

No 137 Chesnut st. 


may 25—iftfw. 


NEW BOOKS. 


r= VIEW of the Constitution of the United States. By 

Peter S. Duporeeau, L.L.D. Elements of Biblical Inter- 

retation. By Rev. L. A. Sawyer, Martinsburgh, N.Y. Fa- 
inily Prayers, collected from the Sacred Scriptures, the Book of” 
Common Prayer, and the Works of Bishop Wilson. By B:shop 
Meade, of Virginia. The Nurse’s Manual, and Young Mother's 
Guide ; containing Advice on the Management of Iufants, and 


conduct to be observed by the Mothe | , 
birth. By Richard r, befure and aftcr Chiid- 


13 south Fourth street. 


For Sabbath School Libraries, &c. 
Sunday School Anecdotes. 


continued to perform Presbyterial acts. But was the act of Synod 
void? That the Synod had the requisite power to act, we have al- 
ready shown. Does the want of formal accuracy in the resolutions, 
even admitting its existence, counteract or destroy their efficient 
operation ? 

The complainants themselves have answered this question by com- 
plaining. is informality vitiates either the whole or a part only 
of the action of the Synod. If the whole, then there is no ground 
of complaint, for the Synod performed no act in the case. Their at- 
tempt to act was an entire failure. To complain against an act is to 
acknowledge its existence and vitality. For a complaint seeks a 


shield against its operation. If this informality vitiates a part only | up his mind, she invites him to witness the ceremony. Sir, it is as if| ® 
_ Of the action of Synod, it must be that only which attempted a divi- 


ston of the Presbytery constituted by the union of the First and 


no jurisdiction, and against their consent, the control of their own va- 
cant pulpit, thus encroaching upon the jurisdiction and violating the 
rights of the real Second Presbytery north of Market street, and also 
virtually deposing that session without a hearing or a trial. 


But a few hours since, and while the matter was actually under 
discussion in this court, they met and performed Presbyterial acts, 
just as if their existence as a Peccietanr were not a matter of grave 
debate in the highest court. And what is more, you were formally 
invited to attend and witness their proceedings. This, Sir, is like an 
infatuated girl, who asks her father’s consent to a proposed matrimonial 
connection, and while he is deliberating on the matter, and making 


a criminal should be arraigned at the bar of a civil court on the charge 
of murder, and while the jury are determining on a proper verdict in 


Past iptions 
himself, had peculiar advantages for knowing fully the Gonveraations. 
evils and errors of that enormous system which he so well 
exposes. His opponent was the most dignified and res- 
sage of the advocates of Romanism in this country. 

ow it appears, even in his hands, every one who can, 
ought to judge for himself, by a perusal of the discussion. 


JOHN BRECKINRIDGE, 


of Real Characters, Striking Facts, and Conversations. F 

ne nlp’s Conversations on Evi 

tianity, Just and for sale by 
HENRY PERKINS, 


159 Chesnut street. 


FINE TEAS. _. 
QNE hundred and filty packages Fresh Teas, by the 

last arrivals from Canton, some of which are the | 
finest Young Hysons and Black Teas, ever imported. 
For sale Wholesale and Retail, at the Teinperance 


al Stores of the subscribers, No. 2444 Market street, and TEMPERANCE. 
W S. W. corner of HE subscribers have just opened several chests of 
ife v. Rowland Hill, A.M. by the P| es 
Rev. Edward Sidney, A. M. 12mo pp. 412: Cosamu. ; FRESH GREEN AND BLACK TEAS, received 


nion with God, or a Guide to the Devotionals: by Rober: 
Philip, author of ‘‘Guide to the Thoughtful,” “Guide to 
the Perplexed.” “Manly Piety,” &c. Mrs. Sherwood’s 
Works, Vol. II. containing The Fairchild Family, The 


via. New York, and warranted equal to aby in the market. 


TEMPERANCE GROCERY. 
The subscriber would invite the continuance of the pat- 
ronage bestowed on the firm of Brown & Gibson, pledg- | lit 
ing himself to leave nothing undone which will render f 


lent article n 
Magasine, We The Latter Days. Abbott’s | satisfaction to those whe may favour him with their cus- is 
No, TX. tom. a iving less troub! 
ust received and for sale by N. B. Has on hand a Jot of — Teas. ‘a ‘ohe at the cheep Tapoheaeiiieaeninne N 
Henry Perxins, | AVID GIBSON. W. corner of Tenth and Race streets. : 


159 Chesnut street. 


8. W. corner of 12th & Filbert street. June 26. 


SCOFIELD & Co. 


‘ ‘ 
4 
’ » 
. 
FY 
, diferent prices, and very superior. BUR- 
| GTON AND KENTUCKY HAMS of the Grst qua. a 
. LEMON SYRUP, FOR LEMONAD Phi ‘ 


